UI, UNIPORT, NOSDRA, Others, Team Up To Fight Oil Spill With Kenaf

trict compliance with relevant policies regulating oil and gas operations to 1 Ptﬂm}.lﬁuﬁra F“T‘F&.
ensure transparency in the implementation of environmental laws was among entisty took the 7 }5”5“"‘““'5"'
major recommendations designed to cushion the harmful effects at the maiden et ggt g gy g
Kenaf Workshop hosted by University of Port Harcourt, last week. Also, prompt 0O e f iR TRl TS
bioremediation of impacted communities have been advocated as aliernative means Detnily next week:
of cleaning up impacted areas in the Niger Dol}n region, reports COtikor Semuel, More on pg : -Editor
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: UWTPURT, ?ﬂf ice,
Communities, Team Up On
W’Prghhnurhmd ‘?ecum‘y

n view of risimg cases of religious
crises, especially the

incessant  violent
attacks on Christians 8
by the dreaded Boke
Haram sect, which had
resulted in wanton
destruction of lives and
properiy in paris of northern Nigeria,
Professor Wellington Wotoghe-Yeneka of the
Department of Religious and Cultural Studies
has recommended ways of creating religious
harmaony to foster national development in the
country.
Delivering the 98th Inaugural Lecture tithed:
“Religion: Modern Denigraters and
Relrabilitators in National Development™, at the
Ebitimi Banige Auoditorium, last Thursday,
Professor Wotoghe-Weneka, stressed the need
for various religious groups to establish mutual

By Humphrey Ogu_____

underst anding,
stating that “Religious leaders should intensify
efforts in making their followers appreciate
and promote the positive elemenis of all
Religions, while discouraging the nepative
clements.

“At the back of every religious quest is the
promotion of peace and tolerance, justice,
forgiveness, good neighbourliness, respect for
human life, mutual understanding, and respect
for one another,” he observed., adding that
“Christians and Muslims in Nigeria should
realize that apart from the fact that every
Nigerian is a citizen of one nation, every person
is also a child of God, no matter his or her
Cont'd on pb

(&~ Read UNIPORT Weekly Online at www. umpmr e*du ng



e e 0 B BEIRE- V'
-‘-‘,.'

oS, N

December 3 - 10, 2012 PAGE 2

Gains Of Host Communities' Youth

Empowerment Scheme

A

2%

j'

\ ¢
Participants during one of the training sessions

By Dhinna Nwodim

ecenily, awtlborities of the University organized a

4-day tralming programne fsr women and youths

f host commundtbes an agro-business ventures,

The move was in line with the visien of the Professor
Jozeph Ajienka-led sdministration on empowerment of
penple in ihe arens; s well s improvement in their
stamdurd of living people. Participants come from the
various hust communitics of the University, who desired
I acguire requisite skills aimed at improving their
ecunomic fartumes, and also enable them contribute fo the
ecomamic growih of the area, The training. which was the
first phase of the programme, commenced with an agro-
basimess workshop, at which participants were trained on

IPS To Induct
Batch 9 Wednesday

By Ethel Timi-Johnson

Master of Selence (M.5) Petrobean Engineering and
Project Development smd 4" Batch of the
Posigraduate Diplema (PGD) In Petrolewn  Enginering
graduating sets of the Institute of Petroleum Studies (IPS),

q 1l bs mow et for the induction of the ¥ Baich of the

University of Port Hare this Wednesday af the Ehitimd
Hanigo Awditorium, University Fark,
Highpaint of the cereasony which Kicked-ofT with a momth-
leng career fair is n lectmre titled: “louer on O and Cras
Imidwstry in figeria™, to be delivered by the Growp Managing
Dirgctor (MDY of the Nigeriam MNatiomal FPetreleum
Corporation (WNPC): Engineer Andrew Yakubn. A Nevelty
Foothall mentch, as well & iechadeal'srt exhibitions, kave nlso
Bt Himed W 3 part of actvithes that would calminate Is the
Imduc tion proper.
Briefing INTPORT Weekly last Toesdsy, Directer of the
Imstitwte, Professor Mike Onyekomwn, sald; “This year's
imduction would abso feature conferment of Fellowship on
umtstanding individuaks, whe have distingmished themselves
amd comtributed to the growth of Nigeris's oil amd gas
imdusiry, They are ibe GMD, NNPC, Engineer Androw
Yakub, Stafl of IFF School, Paris, France, Bruns Darde and
Director, Human Resowrces and Corperate Affairs, TEPNG,
Pirs Edith O,
“ihers fo be honoared for their meritorbous services to the
Imstitwte inclede, Chabrman, Petroleam Engin and
Technology Assoclatien of Nigerin (PETAN)L Emeks Ene,
Mamaging Director, BG Techmical Limited,
Engineer Geall Onuwoha, Executive
Dvirect
Exzonhas L, Mir Udam Inoye, General
OML Upgrade Todal E&F,
Enyode Akiode, Accoantani
Clement Ehiozo and
atlve Officer LIPS, Ms Grase
Professor Cmyekonwn said,
g that Mr Ewellke Alwclowe
and Sunday Medibe,
eitberged ad best
graduating

students im

il M.5c and

' S A

. Programmes,

¥ reapectvely.
‘s

Prof Onyekonwu

S -
;e
N
Administe
Monday™,
disclosin

varioms skills in poabtry, farming, fisheries, hortlcubure
and vegetable production, It also invelved both practical
and theorctical knowledge in the operationnl modalitics in
thie sector.

Mo doubi. the establishment of the Undversity in its
carrent site has made positive impact om the people of
these hosl communities. Apart Trom the signilicant
manpower development which the University has
umdouliedly made im the host communities, the presence
of the University has also ereated apportunities ler youtls
Troms these hosi communites o gain admission into
varboms programmes. The inerease In economie activities
as & resuli af the Imflux of people inio thie hest commueniiies
is annther gain that they continue to enjoy,

During the opening ceremany of the workshogp, Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Joseph Ajienkn. nssured that the
major shjective of the troining was to take the
relutionship between the University and its  host

communities tos higher level, There is no reassn why the
bl commuaaities should ot beselit mavimally Trom
their relationship with the Instifution, The just-
concluded traiming is another indication of the robis
symibdotic relationship betweem the Umiversity amd (s
host communities. All over the workd, universities and
their host communities exist and cooperate o gain
murtual benefits, Professor Ajlenka, who was represented
by the Depuity Vie-Chamcellor {(Rescarch amd
Developmentl, Professor Bene Willle-Abbey, sadd that the
fraining was the beginning of a series af collaboratians
hetween the University and its host commuanities, which
wonbd impact greatly on the lives of the people, promising
a fellow up cxercise in cvaluaie the application of
knowledpe gaimed firom the traiming exercise.

Early in the life of the Ajienka-led adminisiration, the
Vice=Chancellor did mot hide the intention of his
sdmindstration in make o difference in thie lives of peaple
in the host communitics. This culminated in the sctting up
of n Commitiee chaired by Professer Blessing Didia to
linise with the host communities to fashion awt ways of
muhilixing the expertise in the University to imprave on
the cconomic well-being of the people. Todny, we have this
initiative fMmeilitated by the Director of Special Duties L nit
in the (Mfice of the Vice-Choncellor, Professor Matthew
Wepwu

According to Frofessar Wegwa, the first phose of the
truiming programme would be fellowed by subsequent
truining im such nreas ax computer troining. Mmbrication,
glusshlowing., welding, @s well as other small-scale
enterprises that woeuld enable beneficiaries Fend for
themselves vn graduation.

This initiative simed at boosting the relationship between
the University and its host communities is coming at a
time when the Dostitution is sGll recovering lrom the
shock of the gruesome murder of foar students al
Omuokiri. one of the host communities of the Universily.
It is hoped that the recemtly-conclided traiming
programme would go a loag way in boesting the
University-host communities' relationship, which would
in twrm pave way for improved service delivery and
ceaipomiie  well-leing Tor indigeics and residenls of
allected communities.

* Graduate Studies In UNIPORT

Nwankwo

Clrinemerem Nwankwo, is a dectoral candidate in the Department of Political and Administranive Smdies,

Kie had her first and second degrees from the University of Nigeria, Nakka,
Weekly caughit up with her amd engaged her on why she chose UNIPORT
doctoral degree, her experiences in the Instlitution, ax well as leow she carries

UNIPORT
puirsue fer
ont her

progranare, She spoke to OBINNA NWODIM on these and otlver ivsnes:

Mer so many vears al Neukko, Chinemerem

Mwankwo she decides to make o chanpe for a

different study environment. She explains thus:
=1 was looking for a University where 1 wounld really
wark hard and semeone todd me thot UNTPORT is one
of the toughest schools aromnd, and that was why |
opded Tor i What 1 saw confirmed what | was gold. 1
hndd to write both written gnd wral expminations before
I was admitted, 1 confirmed how serious the
programme is™, She believes that the standard of the
programme is high, while Lectorers are men nnd
wamen of integrity, disciplined and easy-going in the
lime of dsty.
m her study habit, she said that due to the epileptic
nature of power supply, she does most of her work that
require the use of computer at might, while she reads her
buaks in the day, “1 barely use the Library because, the
Few times | was theree, 1 oould not find most of the texts 1
needed and so | prefer to stay in my room and read. |
complement this siluation with my being member of
Centre for American Studies ot the University of
Nigerka. I go to Nsukka to source current materials and
come back to UNTPORT to continue my worl. She alio
asserts that Internet access is poor and affects academic
waork, especlally at the hastel. With this siiuation, she
relies on the lnfernet to complement her rescarch wsrk.
Om how shie spends her leisure, she says, “1 do not really
o ount. In the evenings, 1 go to watch foothall in the field.
Al weekenas, | stay atl the hostel common rosm Lo waleh
the Premiership, becanse | am o foathall lover, When 1
gt thred, | play computer games™,
There you go...the next time yon are looking for a
serinus=minded doctornl condidote with an eve for
quality research and structured management, ook no
Turther than Mwankwe: a businesslike lady im a
Rusinesslike Entreprencarinl University.
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This shservation was part of submissions made at a two-
day Stakeholders' Workshop organized by the United
States Alumni Engagement Innovation Team with the
theme: “Clean the Spilis: (roing (rreen in the Niger Delia®
at the Intermational Students” Centre,

Frisenting the kheyoote Address at the Workshop jointly
wrpanized with the Mational Okl Spill Detection smd
Response Agency (NOSDRA), Institate of Agricultural
Research and Training. Ibadan, the University of Ibadan
und the Department af Crap nnd Soil Science of University
of Port Harcowrt, DMrector, 01 Field Assessment
Department of MOSDRA Mr ldris Musa, who commended
the organizers for proffering indigenoms salutions to
coiftering ol spills il the Niger delta, advecated |'n|}id
socip-cconomic development of host communities to gain
their confidence and restere their natural environment.
I'he Kevoote Speaker, whe identilied equipment Tailure,
wecidental discharge. human errer, wellhend hlowsot,
vandalism, llegal refining and bunkering, as major causes
ol oil spills inm the Niger Delta, lamented the devastating
impact of spills in the disruption of the frogile consystem,
calling for transparency and due process to keep the
emvironment sale for inhabitants of the region.

In his sddress, Vice-Chancellor, Professor Jaseph Ajicnks,
urged parthelpants to avall themselves af the opportunity

By Ethel Timi-Sohnson
he Rivers State Government last Friday
comnmended authorities of the University of
Port Harcourt on the provision of excellent

sporting facilities that have emabled the Institution

win successive sporting flestas at both the Nigerian

Universities Games Association (NUGA) and West

African Universities Games (WAUG) levels,

consccutively, The University was also commended

for its excellemt camping facilitics and hostel

accommadation that enabled Team Rivers athletes to
prepare adegquately ahead of the National Sports
Festival currenily going om in Lagos State,

Chairman, Teawr Rivers I'ur'Iii;iTlulirln Committes and
I'Irputg.'[im'l.'rrlnr, Engineer Tele lkuru, who mode the
commendation af an exil meeting of the contingent

R-L: I F=C, (R&D, Prof Willie-Abbey, Permanent Secretary, 85 Min of Sports,

Participants at the two-day Workshop

provided by the Workshop to produce, conserve and
utilize Kenaf for the cleaning of oil spills in affected areas,
Professor Ajienka. whi spoke through the Deputy Yice-
Chamcellor {Academic), Professar Ilgho Joee, losded
organizers of the Workshop for proffering practical
selutions to the envirenmental problems bedeviling the
reginm.

“This Workshop fits into the mission of the United States
Alamni Engagement Inmovation Team to develop
lunctional sustninable strategies that would drive research
and inmovation In the area of using local plants with no
threal to the environment for the cleaning up of oil spills™,
the Vice-Chancellor said. cxpressing hope  that the
Warkshop would provide participants with better
knowledge on how e develop community-integrated and
stakeholder-based strategies for cleaning of polluted sites,
using Kenaf.

Earlier in her wpddress, Leader of the 20011 Alumni
Engagement Innovation Team, Dr Morufat Balogun, who
recalled that the grant for the project was won from a
competitive proposal from over &0 interest proups,
disclosed that the Team which initially comprised 10
Alrni mow has 41 members.

“We have conserved maore than 20 Nigerian collections of
kenal, and will at this Workshop bring together

from the University,
applauded the authorities for
hostimg the athletes and allowing them
use of sporting facllities for the dwration of the
training. “UNIPFORT had always supporied the
cfforts of the State Government in uplifting sports.
Our success story would be incomplete without vou™,
Ikurn snid, urging the athletes to justify the resources
invested in their training by winning a resounding
victory al the Natiecnal Sports Festivalin Lagos.

“You have spent several months in camp here at the
University preparing for the sports festival. Ensure
that you exhibit a high level of discipline anknown in
the history of Nigerian sports™, the Deputy Governor
advised the Team, pleading with them to conguer with
a convincing gap that would make the nation stand
still for the State at the end of the games,
Yice-Chancellar, Professor Jnm-ph Ajienkn, whioe
remarked that the University had consistently won
the Nigerian Universities Games (NUGA) and West
African Universities Games (WALG), described the
University as & Centre of Excellence in sports. The
Viee-Chancellor, who expressed delight over the

Comuisvioner af Sporis, Mr Fred Igwe ond others

Tinde .-h}unm. V-0, Prof Alienka, Dep Gov of RS, Engr Tele Ikuru

Dateline

stukeholders in Kemof prodoction/uwtilization,
demonstrate the wse of Kenal in cleaning oil spills and
Irraimstorm on how (6 develop community-integrated,
stakeholder-based sirategy for cleaning the polluted
cnvironment of the Niger Delta, using Kenaf™, Dr
Balogun said, calling for the use of lacal plants such as
Kemal to fucilitate the process withoot harming the
Iragile censystem of the Miger Delin.

Minister of Health, Professor Ul'l_\.u:lluclii. Chukwii,
represented by Director, Chemicals & Climate Change,
Department of Pablic Health in the Federal Ministry of
Health, Mr Chris Ojembe, wha led some Chiel Medical
Directors; Dr {Majumoke Favinminnu, who stomd in for
the DV-C (Academic) af University of Ihadan, Directar,
Institute of Agricultural Research and Tralning, lbadan,
Professor Benjamin Ogunbodede and Dircetor-General
of NOSDHRA, Sir Peter Idabor, presented poodwill
messages at the occasion.

Participants also imclusded representatives from the
Kivers State Ministry of Environment, Departments of
Crop and Soil Sclence, Crop Protection &
Environmental Biology and related fields from the
University. The Team Inter visited some oil spill
impacted sites in the Dponi nxis of Rivers State,

dedication and high level of preparedness of the
Team, congratulated the Rivers State Government
for imvesting heavily in sports and youth
develipment.

Member of Team Bivers E':rr'u.-ip:l:inn Commitl
Dok Harry, lauded the University Tor pro
training sites for the athletes. “We believe that the
winning spirit of the University will follow us to the
sports festival in Lagos™.

Speaking on behall of the athletes, Miss Mimi Sirl,
commended the Rivers State Government and the
University for the Partmership and use of facilities,
promisimg that the athletes would perform better
than they did at the last sports festival hosted by the
State,

Team Rivers contingent departed the University last
Raturday for Lagos State ahead of the opening
ceremony of the 2012 National Sports Festival
lapped: Eke 2002, Commissioner of Sports,
Honorable Fred lpwe and Permanemt Secretary,
Ministry of Sports, Mrs Tade Adamo, were amongst
top Ceovernment oflficials whoe accompanied the
Deputy Governor on the visit.

Also present were the Deputy Viee-Chancellor
(Research and Development), Professor Bene Willle-
Abbey, Reglstrar, Mrs Matilda Nnodim and Director
of Sports, Dr Ken Anugweje, amongst other top
university functionaries.
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{UNTPORT, Police, Communities,
Collaborate On Neighbourhood Security

I'
ik
:-“-_

O8O L wI.l'u,.. neze frighd) coninlfimg with a staff of the Securily Unit, DPE, Cholba, Mr Thezion (siomding)
and P50, Mr John Ogonnay

By Mercy Don-Baridam

rrangements are underway to establish a
working committee to drive a
neighbourhood security partnership simed

at safeguarding lives and property of staff and
students in the University's host communities, The
UNIPORT ™Meighbourhood  Security  Committee
which is almed at forestalling a reccurrence of the
cruel Killing of four students at Cmuokici, Alou,
would meet on monthly basis to review the secarity
situation in and arownd the University,

This was contalned in & communigqué dated 227
NMovember, 2002 issued by the Chiel Securify

Oificer Li. Col. Reginald Isiguzo (rid), stating that
“communitics that have vigilantes should ensure
that they are properly registered, while students
arrested for minor infringements or involving in
criminal acts should be handed over to the TS0 for
further action, while funding of the
UNTPOR T Meiphbowrbood .‘\l.'q;llril:r ot ee
would be the responsibility of the University™, the
communiguésald.

I'be communigué further stated that major
landlords in the neighobourhood communities
should be contacted to linancially support the
initiative and called on the Rivers State
Commissioner of Police to establish a Divisional

CampusView

Police Headguarters in Omuokir
matter of uwrgency, disclosing that

Aluu as a
all the CIMC
Chairmen, and Youth
Leaders of the various
communities have pledged
to maintain absolute peace
while advising the students to
comport themselves to reduce
areas of friction.
Speaking during  the mecting,
Caol. Isiguzo said, “It is rare for
people fo give their time and
resources for the interest of the
public as we have witnessed in
this case™ expressing gratitude to
representatives of the
communities for their interest in
security matbers, He urged them
to feel free to make meaningful
contributions that would be
helpful to the Committee.
The CS0O disclosed ithat
Management is working to
ensure that lives and property ol
people living around the
l,nin.'r\'lllx are sale, 1,'\.!;|n,wu'u|:
willingness to collaborate with
Ill‘iﬁhlﬂlllrlllhllll I.'IlII'II'IIIIII“iL“\ &0
that people can live im an
I'IHIII1IIIIIII.'III I:I.I.'\“il! al '\I.‘i.'llr“:l'

threats,

Also speaking, the Divisional Police Officer (PO}
Choba, Mr. Joseph Ihezim, called for cosperation
from all stakeholders, promising to work hand-in-
hand with the University Management and host

communities to ensure peacelul co-existence.
Ibezim decried poor transportation system and
bad road network, wrong attitude (o issues and
delayed information from victims of crime as some
of the challenges facing the Police in the discharge
of their dutics.

It would be recalled that the first meeting was held
with the Vice-Chancellor, FProfessor Joscph
Ajlenka and other I"'rlllclpal Dificers of the
University last month.

Commonwealth Scholar, Bolaji
Babatunde, has won an International
Foundation for Science (IFD) grant

worth $12,000 for investigation of pollution
trends in the Niger Delta. Babatunde, who is also
Technical Assistant to the National Coordinator
of the Centre for Marine Pollution Monitoring
and Seafood Safety, University of Pori Harcourt,
said that the grant would enable the Centre
investigate the radicactivity content of
surface water sediment and seafood in the Bonny
River.

According to him, the essence of the project is
determination of the effective radiological dose
due to consumption of sea foed in the Niger Delta,
adding that the overall goal is to ascertain
sealond safety in the region and evaluate public
hiealth issues associated with consumption of
seafond. Babatunde said that the grant is for the
purchase of minor eguipment such as 6 Point ot
Plate with Magnetic Stirrer, Analytical Balance
with a sensitivity of 000001g, as well as
consumables such as acids for digestion of
sumples. He disclosed that the radio nuclide
responsible for cancer include radim-226, lad-
210, polonium-210, amongst others, adding that
they have been considered the most toxic natural

occurring radio active elements in the
environment.

Dr Babatunde, who said that he was introduced
to IFS during his stay in

the UK, as a Commaonwealth scholar working on
completion of on-geing project in the Niger
Delta, said that “We have succeeded in

Commonwealth Scholar Wins GrantFor ollyign Cenie

By Obinna Nwodim

developing the baseline data for radivactivity
in the Bonny River. This can serve as a
template to measure future changes which
may he associated with environmental
perturbation™, adding that “another
objective is to use the result of radioactive
analysis in nuclear techniques to determine
biogeachemical processes in the Bonny River.
He said that this include sedimentation rate,
primary productivity and the dyvonamics of
contaminanis. Thus pollution history of the
entire Niger Delta can be reconstructed as

Tar hack as one hundred years, using the

madel.

Babaiunde advised his colleagues to
devote guality time to research to
attract grant opportunities for those
with serious rescarch proposals,

The Centre which was established as

a result of the technical
collaboratiom of the Federal
Ministry of Environment and the
International Atomic Energy
Agency is expected (o develop
human capacity in the use of nuclear
techniques in pallution moenitoring,
with Professor Francis Sikoki as
National Co-ordinator.

Dy Babatunde

=

UNIPERT
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[lullmlme lums NLNE
Literary Prize Judges

By Humphrey Ogu

oremost Literary Critic and Writer,

Professor Omolara Ogundipe of the

Department of English Studies, has joined
the distinguished panel of judges for the 20013
edition of the Nigerian Liguefied Natural Gas
(WLNG) Prize for Literature. The Panel will focus
on the poetry genre nexi year.
Ogundipe, whose teaching experience spanned
various aspects of Literature, including  English
Studies, Comparative Literature, Writing, Gender
and Cultural Studies in Universities across the
world, disclosed this to UNIPORT Weekly, last
Tuesday.
The Feminist Critic, who propounded the theory of
ETIWANISM—Social Transformation in Africa
Including Women, expressed delight on her
appointment a5 a judge of the prestigious lterary
competition, describing it as an honour and
privilege that would afford her an opportunity fw
re-emter  into the literary and cultural life of
Nigeria.
On her assessment of creative writing in the
country, Professor Ogundipe observed that many
new writers are emerging with quality works,
expressing delight that the younger generation of
Migerian writers is dodng very well. This, she sald, is
in wddition to the contributions of Diasporean
writers of Nigerian stock, who had won prizes.
MNLMNG Literary Prize, one of the most prestigions
literary competitions in Africa with S100,000 prize
money, is an annual contest introduced in 2005,
with each year dedicated toa specific genre. Among
the genres covered by the prize, include prose-
fiction, children literature, drama and poetry. The
2012 edition of the Prize was won by Chika Unigwe,
It would be recalled that the Department of English
Studies has been associated with the best coterie of
literary scholars and critics, including Professors
Charles Noolim, Chidi Maduka, Helen
Chukwama, Chidi Tkonne and a host of others.
Ogundipe is the latest literary icon ta join the
Department, which also parades budding scholars
of note,
Meanwhile, Professor Ogundipe has described the
University of Port Harcourt as an institution with
an array of Professors, who are intellectually
active, citing regular Inaugural Lectures held
fortnightly to buttress her case.

Visiting

WO>
« isiting Schalar, Dr
Maoustapha Ouedrango,
has praised the
University Management for receivimg him and
partnering his University. He expressed gratitude (o
his hosit University for the warm reception he received
from the University, Facally of Pharmacy and also the
West African Health (Orrganization (WAHCY) for funding
hiis frip.
Dy Oruedraogs whie miade the remark while exchanging
views with LUNIPOET Weekiy last Monday, mentioned
Professor Ebere COvrisakwe os the first person he

conlzcted while aking for a host Laboratory, *'When |
WS hlnkl.rq_ for a hast labaratory, | found the name of

Professor Orisakwe: 1 went Turther (o see the Kind of
work he had done and discovered he had done many
works in the area af toxicology, so | contacted him and he
accepiod 1o work with me™

The Schalar disclosed that the portnership s the
heginming of collsbaration and inferaction between the
two U niversities and laboratories in West Africa,

m his area of research, He sald his interest |5 on
Eavironmental pollution and the texicolagical
sssessment of plamts, “1 am inte partnership with
Professor Orismkwe and owr work is titled, *MWodern
Ewvivommvental Health Hazards, A comparative systematic
review af Nigeria and Burkina Fase ™

O new findings in the University, Dr Ousdrasgo, who
dounbles 05 o Fharmocist revealed that dering his stay in
the University, e learnt that things are done differently

Scholar Lauds UNIPORT,
risakwe, O,

By Mercy Don-Baridam

CampusMetro

Re

froma what is dame in his Universits
and country among others. He noted that
im his country, the labs are fumded by
povernment snd embassies, explaining that the
toqles treated snd the laboratories are differemt from
theirs.

He further disclosed thot there woas @ Facultvewide
Seminar, where acsdemic stall and technical stall werein
attendance and the topic of the Scminar was “Omics
Metivouls for assessing genotoxtoily of Herbal Medicine ™, 1
have also worked with Professor Orisakwe's  Fhid
student, who had generated a bt of data; 1 assisted in
hielping to imterpret the data and also tanght her bow to

V|

wse the siatisticnl saftware to snalyee data™, he disclosed.
Im his contribution, Professar Orisakwe sald a kot of work
is currently being done by him and other scholars, as
plans are underway (o prodoce a joimt  Journal
publication on the systematic review of the project in
collabaoration with Dir Ouedraosn.

He stressed the need to educate people on the dangers of
covironmental hazards such as lead and cadminm,
which are commen toxvicanis im Nigeria, while arsenic
and mercary are comman toxicants in Burkina Faso,
Professar Chrisnkwe Further dischosed that one of his
colbaborators Professor Judith Zelliof will be visiting his
Laboratery in the Universilty in February 2013,
expressing gratitude to Management of the University
for approving her visit which he hoped wonld be of
mvirtial Bemefit to hath institutions,

Wabali Emerges UNIPORT ANUPA Chairman

By Ethel Timi-Johnson

wllowing his clection as Chairman of the

University of Port Hareowrt branch of the

Associntion of NMiperian Universitics Professional
Administrators (ANUFPA) Director, Persomnnel AfTairs,
¥Mr Roland Wabali, has disclosed plans to reawaken the
Assaciation to make it the envy of athers, while lifting it
togreater heiphts.
Speaking with UNIPORT Weekly last Wednesday,
Walbali promised (o make the branch relevant at the
national kevel. “We will create ample awareness for this
bramch at the national bevel and also work closely with
our colleagues in other universities to cross-fertilize ideas
and knowledge an how o move the university system
forward™, he swid.
O service delivery, the Chalrman assured members of
regular trainimg programmes, describing human
resoiiree ad the greatest assel of any establishinent. *A
trained workforce functions optimally, so members
shiuld expect regular training programmes that woukd
equip them to beeome cofficient amd effective
administrators, who woubd contribute pasitively to the
development of the University™, he stressed.
(rhers elected include: Viee-Chairman, Mrs Agatha
Alaga, Secretary, Mr Kelsey Makele, Assistant
secretary, Mr Promise Adonee, Dreasurer, Mrs Florence

Mr Wabali

Iyvugha, Financial Secretary, Mrs Elicabeth Ndiokha,
Fublic Relations Officer, Mr Ohinna Nwodim, Training
Oificer, Mrs Bridpet Nrimirn, Lepal Adviser, Mr Eric
Aboneni. Ex-OMicio Member, Mr David Ansadi.
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cncarompt | OLOGHE-IWeneka Outlines Role Of Religion In Nation Building
" 1~ -

religions inclinations.

*The various killings of fellow human beings going on in
the name of religion like the one perpetrated by the Soko
Haram sect, killing for traditional religions rituals and all
sorts af blood spilling, arising fram irrational fanaticlsm
characteristic of various religions being practised in
Migerin  should be stopped, becouse there is nothing
relighoms  about them,” the Inaugural Lecturer noted,
calling on the Federal Govenrment o establish a
regulatory agency to check abuwse of constitutional
provisions on religious practices in the conntry,
Deseribimg religion as “the recognition on the part of man
of @ controlling superbuman power entitbed o one's
whedience snd reverence.” Watophbe-Wencks, wha
explained that “classical denigrators of Religlon are those
wihe see Helighon as a wseless phenomenon that has
mothing to offer man and the world ond as such. should be
climinated from the face of the earth,” citing Karl Marx
and Skgmund Freud among the classleal denkgrators of
Religion.

Witnghe-Weneka, whs noted that Religions Studies is
not the same as theology, lamented that “modern
denigrators still persist because the religious
practitioners have regrettably  proclised Religion,
especially in our Migerian socicty in ways that betray ihe
essgntial ethos of what Religions stamd for in terms of
national development.”

The mudern rehahilitators of Religion, necording to him,
are peosple who are not disconraged by the activities of
these refigivns people, who have painted Religion in bad
light by their proven sctivities, nidding thot “they  are

Tnaugural Lectirer Prof Wotoghe-Weneka farrowed), some P'rrl,l'r.ﬁ.'-rv-n and Prine fpral ﬂ,fﬂ:.:'rh before the Lecticre

activ tp:ﬂiripn:nh i religiows affairs, either as members
of ome relighous group or the other or as religious leaders
in their own religious tradition from which category one
cam have all those we call saered specinlists such as
priests, Imam and gurses, who perform some haske
sacerdotal Tunctions, as well as serve as intermediaries
hetween the worshippers and their ohjects of warship.”
Pointimg out that “the modern rehabilitators of Religion
see Heligion as germane to spiritual, political and social
life of any sociclv,” Wologhe-Wencka, who cited
Ademnlaken, staied that “Religion con serve as n
springhoard for the Inculcation amd improvement of
ethical values which are Tundamental to political
develipment, productivity nnd nation-huilding™.
Recounting varions religlons crises that have eulminated
i loss of lives and progerty im the country over the vears,
the Professor of African and Comparative Religion, said
that “.._recent onslaupht has become regolar scenrrences
im meost states in the northern parts of Nigerla with a
preponderance of  Muoslim population.” He regreited
that ssme unprincipled paliticians have used Religion as
a pawn to achieve their nefarious alms of fomenting
trouble to become relevant among their unwary and
ignorant fellow ndherents af their vwn religion.
Witnghe-Wenckn, wha noted that “the povermment's
averemphasks on sclentific and technolegical edmeatbon at
the expense of Arts cducatioin is nol helping matters for
the spiritual development of this notion,” conceded thot
while sciemtific discoveries and imvention have helped
humamity, the govermment of te day need (o bear in mind
that humanity would have bolanced development only

Campus_Link

= whem both sciemer and arts subjects like
religion combine to moke the needed impact
i seeciety, insisting that Religion and Scicnce
must be understood to compliment cach
ulher.

“Efforts should he mpde to tesch Nigerinns,
especially the vouths, the hasic knowledge of
The two major relegions in the sountry,™ he
wilvocated, recommeding that & course in
Imter-Faith Siudies should he made
compulsory for all students at the tertiary
wd bower levels of the country's educational
syskem,

“There is now commarcilaization of Religion
with the multiplication of charches. mosgues,
prayer houses snd all sorts of religious
strands with cqually multiplication of "fake' men of God,
prophets, imams, pricsts, without corresponding
multiplication of morality in the Nigerian society.”™ he
hempaned, siressing thot countless religious crusades
and revivals go on every day with flamboyant outward
displays by somae powerful men of God, yvet in practical
terms, the thinking of the mosses  of this country s
characterized by immorality and ircligionsity,
Commenting on the Lecture, Viee-Chancellor Professor
Joseph Ajienka. observed that *Religion is ome thing Chat
tnuches almost evervone in any socicty.” Represenied by
the Depaty Viee-Chancellor (Academie), Professor Igho
Joe, the Yice-Chancellor commended the Inaogural
Lexturer for enlightening the nudience on haw Religion
could contribute to national development, stressing that
Migerians needed to return to the troe tenets of Taith to
ensare mtiona] unity and societal growth.

“Prafessor Waotsphe-Wencka hos given us a brilliant talk
om what religion is all ateout and also told us wha religious
demigrators amnd rehabilitators are in the progression of
humun history,”™ he soid, urging the nudience to rewd the
lectare text and learn more about religion and its role in
national development.

Stresking the nesd for society (o focus on the positive
contributions of religion io human development, the
Vice-Chancellor charged the audience to be telerant and
accommedating of vther Fiths, abserving that *religions
intnlerance is mat heing perpetroted by Voslems sbone it
Is also found among Christians, who look down on fellow
Christians of dilferent densminations in their attempt to
position their own brand of worship™.

“1"”_.

s a way of showing

appreciation fo the

University for investing in
them to be wseful members of
socicty, pioneer Pharmacists
Inducted last month, pald a
commendation visit on the Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Joseph
Ajienks in his office, penultimate
Friday.
The new Pharmacisis, who were
led on the visit by Visiting Scholar
to the Faculty of Pharmaceutical
Science, Professor Vincent
Idemyor, saild the visit was aimed
al expressing grafitude to the
University for years of dedication
1o service 1o ensure acereditation
of the Faculty by the Pharmacists
Council of Nigeria (PCN) and
Mativnal Universities Commission
(NUC), which calminated in the
successlul induction al the pioneer
batches.
“The journey was not essy from the
onset; some of our colleagues dropped out
from the programme. About 50 of us started
as pioneer students, but only 11 completed the
programme, while ap to 100 started for the
Second Batch but 21 of them graduated”, Mr
Agozin Goodway, one of the new Pharmacists said,
commending Lecturers in the F aculty for
imparting knowledge to them.
“We have some of the best set of Lecturers and
cquipment for the study of Pharmacy in the

By (tikor Samuel

country; we had more Professors than other
universities when we started and we are proad of
them. Gning  through  the l_':lit‘rrxily of Part

UNIPERT

Harcourt is a unigue opportunity
and that was why we came (o
cxpress our happiness and
gratitude to the administration®™,
the pioneer graduands of the
rl.l.l.'llll‘?-'ﬂdlll_‘d.

Also speaking, Mr Odoh Jamine,
who singled out Professar
Idemyor as one of his mentors,
disclosed that he would like fo
specialize in the discipline to
contribute to the development ol
the branch of medicine, appealing
to Management to consolidate on
its suecess story in the Faculty,
The newly-graduated
Pharmacisis also rt]:rru.rd
gratitude to the pioneer Dean and
fwther of the Faculty, Professor
(eka Udeala, for going far
beyond the call of daty to kick-
start the programme and also
working tirelessly to ensure their
successful graduation, promising to
make him and other Lecturers proud in
lht.'ir|l|1rf|.-“|.ullullll‘;ll.‘th'l.'.

Earlier in his specch, Professor ldemyor
deseribed the Induction as a landmark
achievement, especially as it was organized on a
day Mr Barack Obama was re-elected as President
of the United States. Professor ldemyor, who also
lectures in the University of Hlineis in Chicago,
sald he would always remember the day for the two
evenis.
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Dr Gilbert Adoghor, Department of Economics, Facalty of Social
Sciences, promoted Professor af Economics, effective 20° June, 2011,

Dr Hope Kagbo, Department of Pharmacology, Faculty of Basic
Medical Sciences, promoted Semior Lecturer, effective 17 October,
2012,

Dy Jonah Aprikn, Department of Pharmacology, Faculty of Basic
Medical Sciences, promoted Semior Lecturer, effective 1% October,
012,

Dy Kennedy Warizso, Deparment of Medical Microbialogy, Faculty of
Basic Medical Sciences, promoted Semior Lecturer, effective 1°
October, 20012,

Dr Margarer-Mary Mezie-Okoye, Department of Preventive & Social
Medicine, Faculty of Clinical Sclences, promoted Senior Lecturer,
effective 17 October, 201 2.

Dr Eliss Meore, Department of Preventive & Social Medicine,
Fuculty of Clinical Sciences, promoted Lecturer I, effective 17
Oretober, 2012,

Dy Anyalachi Woyike, Department of Human Phvsiology, Faculty of
Basic Medical Sciences, promoted Leciurer I, effective 1" October,
012

Dr Sunday (Neka, Department of Human Physlology, Facolty of Basic
Medical Sciences, prometed Lecturer I, effective 1% October, 2012,

Dy Onyebuchi Obia, Department of Human Physiology, Faculty of
Basic Medical Sciences, promoted Lecturer T, effective 1" Ociober,
012,

Dr Prisca Gobo, Department of History & Diplomatic Studies,
Faculty of Humanities, promoted Lectwrer I, effective 1" October,
012

Dr Mfon Ekpootu, Department of History & Diplomatic Studies,
Faculty of Humanities, promoted Lectwrer I, effective 17 October,
011,

Dr Fartune Amah-Tariah, Department of Human Physiology, Faculty
of Basic Medical Sciences, promoted Lecturer I, effective 17 October,
2012,

Dr Chibuike Obiandn, Department of Human Physiology, Faculty of
Basic Medical Sclences, promoted Leciurer I, effective 1 October,
2012,

Dy Yusaf Abdulrakman, Department of Educational Foundations,
Faculty of Education, promoted Lecturer I, effective 1" October,
012

CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENT

Dr Orluchukwn Joseph, Department of Crop & Soil Sciemce, Faculty
of Agriculiure, confirmed Staff, effective 19" October, 2011,
Moghague Adienbs, Department of Physiology, Faculty of Basic
MadlﬂlSdnnﬂ,mnﬂrmeszﬂuﬂwM‘Nﬂmhr,!m.

Mr Adekemi Alagah, Department of Management, Faculty of
Management Sciences, confirmed Seaff;, effective 5* May, 2010.

Mrs Zelda Efe-Omajevwe, Department of Agriculiural Economics &
Extension, Facully of Agriculiure, confirmed Staff, effective 17 April,
2011

Mr Gﬁ Worlu, Department of Management, Faculty of Mansgement
Sclences, conflrmed S, effective 28 May, 2011.

Dr Bright Ighodare, Department of Ansesthesiology, Faculiy of

Clinical Sciences, assumes duty as Lecrurer I, effective 15 October,
011.

STUDY LEAVE

Dr Adedaye Adis, Department of Surgery, Faculty of Clinical
Sciences, proceeds on a two-year Study Leave with Pay, effective 1°
January, 2013 to 1% January, 2015,

EXTENSION OF STRY

FProfessor Vincemt [demyor, Department of Clinical Pharmacy,
Faculty of Pharmaceotical Sciences, granted Extension of Stay as
LEADS Scholar, from January to June, 2013,
RENEWALOFAPPOINTMENT

Dy Godwin Oken, Department of Linguistics & Communication
Studies, Facaliy of Humanities, granted Renewal of Pari-Time
Teaching Appointwent, effective 1° January, 2012 to 31" December,
1.

AIDS is real. Protect pourself.
Avoid a reckless lifestyle that can expose you to
infection.

Prof John Ovaighe, Director ELPL

he Africam Populatien amd Health

Research Centre [(APHRC) in

partnership with Intermational
Develapment Research Centre {IDRC), 5 calling
far application for the sisth African Doctoral
Dissertation Research Fellowships { ADDRF).
A Mems signed by Propramme Officer,
Exchange and Linkage Programmes Unit
{ELPL), Ogheneriere Roberts and made
available to UNFPORT Weekly, stated that the
programme targets doctoral candidates  with
strong commitment o a carcer in training and
research.
“The overall goal af the ADDRF programme is o
sapport the training and retention of highly-
skilled, locally-trained scholars in research and
srmdemic pos ms wernas the region™ the Memn
sald, stressing that the Fellowship will primarily
Togus om research.
“To be eligible, applicants must be citizens or
permanenl residents of a sul-Saharan Alfrican
country; he undertaking doctoral fraining at o
recognized African unbversity: have completed
all pre-d fation  requirements; provide o
detailed time-frame for completing  their
dlissertation; have a research topic that has been
approved by their doctoral dissertation
committee, as well as the efficial body overseeing
ethical review of the research protocel; and be
able to complete their dissertation within 24
msaths of the commencement ol the Fellowship,™
itstipulated,

By Humphrey Ogu
Eligible flelds of studies, according to the hMemo,
include: Health Sector Analysis, Health
ment and Organization, Healtheare
g (incheding Health Insuramce), Quality
. Human Resources for Health, Health

Programme Evaluation, Health Equity, Cosi-
effectivemess of Healthcare Programmes,
Community Participation in Health Palicy,
Health Information, Eduocation and
'f emmunication, Pharmaccutical Palicy,

mismic Policy and Health, Health Information
Kvstems, Healih Services Utilization and

Accessibility, Health Inequalities in Urban Areas,
and Reproductive Health of Marginaliced Urban
f anmmuRitics,

‘e statement advised interested schalars to visit
EL wt the Intermationn] Students’ Centre,
University Park, for more information,
disclisimg that the desdline for submission al
completed application is January 7, 2001 3.

STOP PRESS

VICE-CHANCELLOR'S
CHILDREN PARTY

The 2002 Vice-Chancellor's Children Party holds
Maonalay, 11" December, Interesis members of
stall who wish to feature their wards are advised
to collect Adwiy Cards wt UPWA OfTice,
Intermatbonal Daycare Centre along Alum Drive,
University Park. Admit Cards are available from
6" Movember, b0 B December, 2002 for children
kectween the ages of 3 fo 14 vears, Only pupil: with
Adomit Cards and School Uniform would be
allowed into the party.

AGRICULTURE DAY

The Vice-Chancellor. Professor Joseph Ajicnka,
an hehalf of the Faculty of Agriculiure, invites the
general public to the 1" Agriculiure Day
Celebration with the theme: “Agriculinr
Cooperafives = Key o Feeding fhe World, The event
hadds om Maonaday, 0% December, 2012 ai the
Convoeation Arena, University Park. Time is
Wlidam. Former Vice-Chancellor, University of
Apriculture, Abeokuta, Professor Nimhbe
Siedipe i to deliver the kevoote Address, while
Chairmon of Ohbin/Akpor Local Govermment
Area, Hon Timothy Msirim, will be Special Guest
ol Homour.

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
WEATHER OBSERVATORY
WEATHER FORECAST FOR PORT HARCOURT AND SURROUNDING ARERS FOR FRIDAY NOVEMBER
30 - FRIDAY DECEMBER 07, 2012.

BATE TEMPCLATINS | MUMIGTT | WIND AR | ATNIAT AND | AUMMART
T EQ M4 | DIRECIIGN | (MM} JARERISE
[ | D (P

FRIDAY, 8, | 113 =i 3 Fiy §28 &l Wiy scalioend thamder soren, Sleraing dessti coproinl
N0V, 292 | iy proviicied o ke bat. {hasos of rain s vory minissl

ns A | NE [X] M T Hmw Istrz bn e duy. Afresss cesds.
DEC, 2011 | Chumen of rain i 5%
STRRAT ny A i | N 1% 6 R m»mwm‘mmw o
i B a3 clondy nd bot. Chancs of rab i 340
MIONTAY 08, | 118 B “ |E (1) BOE RE Thasder sarms prodboed v osoar biver bnode das. Moes
DEC 3842 clrnds thua vun. Hrsbdenis of Lhe city mad  swrvirens dheouid

Axpart s bl day.

TUESDFAY 84, | 313 ny ] ME &N el Mlnre chdi thim s Warm doy cipeoied Ml akb
bk, 211 ] apeered.

nE na ] ME 13 BT &R | Thasder serms cxpecied ey hbdﬂ MHurs duadn than
EDEC, M | mn. Warm off e 3%

F 1l 133 ] ME in 7 E1Y | Thmsder swrms prodioed carly s G day, The da5
| (1] andl warm. Chascs of ruin 0375
ny FEL) =l ME 18 Lo I ] Early thmmder ferms foroossted. Partly iunay asd — war
] day enticipuiod.

Caairtesvi Cemtre For Disasher Risk M

Prepared by Wekpe V. O
Approved by Prof Samuel Arskomm

Siwdies (CDRMDS)
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UNIPORT HOSTS

10™ ANATOMICAL
CONFERENCE

The Anatomical Society of
Nigeria (ASN) held its 10th
Scientific Conference and
Annual General Meeting at
the Ebitimi Banigo
Auditorium, University
Park on 14" November,
2012. UNIPORT Weekly
Cameraman, HEADMAN
ALU captured high points
of the event.

Fiee-Chuneallor, Prafessor Joxeph Afienka, Keynote Speaker, Privfessar Amadi Iurmes af

giving the Welcome Address the University af Bitwatersrond
! i
| |

L

Chairman of the eccavion, Canest u_.f.ﬂ'!rmur & Rivers State fllmmr'.\.n'rmnrm_j" =
Semater Magms Abe, moking o speech Health, D Soorson Porker afdressing the Cenference

a4 s
Frofs Mrnmwe, Fawelhimmi
and {F V-C, (R&I) Prof Bene Willie-Abivey 3

b=, Prof Affenka, Semator Abe gmd e, .I;"m'lr.l'rru.f Havic Medical Soiemees,
Dy Parker in @ fele-a-fefe Praof Hokeem Fawehinmi

4

e -
Dy Parker with kis fiemer Lectirer Clhairman, Local (rganizing Ceororvittee,
Prafessor Nelvon Bramidefi in @ chor Dy Alabw Udoaka

-
Ji.u" wf High Chief (k& hli'rf Briggs,
\irs Sienye Hriggs (rigis) in @ ot with @ gaest

PSRRI :«uj'_r.m.rm]mnrl. @r e '.-.-rr,n'r}ﬁ: r T ! , Ahe Parker aond INpninaries and participeay in @ proup plafogranl
KL, Pm,r’ djienka evehonging plegsonivies
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