Oikor Samuel.

“HlFﬂﬂT Donates Mattresses To NDU

n continuation of its special intervention to ameliorate the
plight of victims of the devastating flood that hit parts of the
country last vear, the University of Port Harcourt, has donated
over 120 mattresses and pillows to the Niger Delta University
(NDU), Wilberforce Island in Amassoma, Bayelsa State, reports
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he musical
exploits of
undisputed

highlife king,
Cardinal Rex Jim
Lawson came alive
last ‘Wednesday at
the Convacation
Arena, as the
Department of
Music gathered his
surviving band
members, Triends,
assockates and the
cream of the
Umiversity
Community to pay
the acelaimed
maestra a well-
deserved musical
tribute.
Cardinal
Erekosima Jim
Lawson, whose
scintillating
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highlife tunes set
dance halls aglow in the 1%60s and
early 19705, was not just the
undisputed master of the popular
miwsic genre, he introduced previously
unimagined innovation to the sound of

the trumpet that discerning music
lowers eould not resist.

Wednesday's event titled: Cardimal
Rex Jime Lawson MWemorial Concert,
was the highlight of a series of events
lined wp by the Department to
commemarate the sudden demise of
the musical genius on 16” January,
1971 after a playing tour in Benin, The
event which was the first in the series
by the University of Port Harcowrt
simed at immortalizing Lawson's
musical exploits had the sarviving
members of the Band, sce (rumpetier
King Sunny Brown and inirepid conga
player, B4-year old Chiel Anthony
Oulili, dhising what they had been doing

Alive In UNIPORT

By (tbvinna Nwodim

in the last 64 vears, as their craft lored
guests to the dance at the expansive
Convocation Arena, venuwe of the
concert,

The University's Concert Chorus and
Rex Jim Lawson's back-up Band
thrilled the ecstatic audience,
comprising the old and yvoung, who
responded with measured and some
weird dance steps in appreciation.

Even Rex Lawson's children Vicloria,
Christiona and a grandchild, Adokive,
could not resist taking to the stage to
re-enact some of their late Tather's
evergreen songs to the delight of an
appreciative andience,

Viee-Chancellor, Professor Joseph
Ajienka, who described the event as a
wonderful evening, sald that “it was
not an accident that great musicians
such as Cardinal Rex Jim Lawson,

Cont'd on p6
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ust when you want (o give up i Migerin in the

Department of Honesty and Integrity, some

good news crops up from an unexpected angle
to assail your depression. Sometime in June, 20012, 8
Migerian Journalist, Mr Martins Oloja, glecfully
told his applauding audience in New Orleans,
Louisiana in far away America that “Corruption is
like a fundamental objective and directive principle
of state policy and it does not shock even the Media
there (meaning MNigeria) anymore™. He was
abviously distorting the Second Schedule to the
Migerian Constitution without acknowledging the
malapropism! (e ol our greatest culivral
ambassapdors, Chinua Achebe was even more
patronizing: “Ta Keep a Nigerian from  being
corrupd is like keeping a goat from eating yam™,
Both Achebe and Clojn may be technically correct,
for there is more than enough hatred, bigotry, host
and programmed violence in the land to convince
any audience bent on justifving the erroncous
preposition that every Nigerian is corrapt. The
virus of corruption has ceased our collective
imagination to the extent that those who refuse to
vield to its encircling net are simply dismissed as
defving the infamous Nigerian Factor. In this
spreading apocalyptic terror, very few salntly
figures can be identified in the land, where
ecorruption has become a first eholce destination o
unexplained wealth by ex-paupers.
I'he hypocritical sell=righteous rhetoric of
professional politicians on how o curh corruption
was recently given a huge knock by the exemplary
v uct of 8 lowly Clenmer in the L ﬂi\'tr'\iir:l.' of Port
Harcourt, Mr CGodson Wachukwu, The Viee-
Chancellor, Professor Joseph Ajienka and
Registrar, Mrs Matilda Nnodim, could barely
contain the excitement roused in them by that rare
mament of nobility and absolute integrity exhibited
by Mr Wachukwu, who detected something that did
not add up im his monthly salary schedule and
uncharacteristically alerted the Bursary
Department over the anomaly.
Mr Wachukwu did not relapse into any anlety of
maral choiee when he objected to being paid far
mare than he thought he deserved as a Cleaner in
the Campus Environmental Beaotification and
sanitation (CEEAS) Unit. He not only reparted the
matter to the Payroll Officer in the Bursary
11¢|-|z1-r|m-n1; this mun of infeprity made N.'l'b{'!lli,'l']
attempis fo see the Registrar on the matter! In a
country where some citizens have caltivated a life of
obsessive preoceupation with rapacious living that
is marked by embarrassing moral decline, Mr
Wachukwnu's example is a breath of fresh air in the
Mew Year that calls all of us to a mew level of
restraint in our personal and official conduct. This
gentleman Is showing ws the way back to am
idealized and more virtuous past that some
“igerians no longer wish to remember in the line of

Mr Wachukwn .: &
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By Humphrey Ogu
and Williams Wodi

duty. Thoese staff and students of the University, who
are openly hostile to a more refined lifestyle defined
by persanal integrity and self-restraint, must learn
a thing or two from the shining conduct of Mr
Wachukwu, who actually needed the aver-payment
(isn't it & windfall) to finance his Christmas and
New Year reverle In grand style. Stail and studenis,
who are openly hostile to o lfe of integrity must
listen to the story of a Contract Stall, whe is now
being programmed lor conversion into the
reapectable position ol a full-time tie-wearing Clerk
imthe Registry Department! Who Knows; this moral
Knight in shining armowr may climhb to the pinnacle
of his career prav iclesl e dases nod create o |||.|.r:ll|.'l
reality on duty or allow himself to be trapped by
rationalized bureancracy.

“Such an excmplary stafl™, said the Registrar, Mrs
Nnodim. “deserves to be emcouraged and
commended as a shining example in the University,

' STUDENT
. WORLD

Imaginme a
Contract Staff,
without joh
security, who still
such level of
honesty? We will encourage him to
keep up the good example. I will persanally
maonitor Mr Wachukwu's career progression in the
University™.

Speaking with U'NTPORT Weekly, Wachokwu, who
dischised that he was emploved on CONTISS 1,
Step 5 lost July and paid o three month salary in
Detoher, sdding that he received NEZ, (K000 which
was much more than his actual dae, He said he knew
it was wrong to chent, Attributing his honesty to his
Christian upbringing amd a Citizenship and
Leadership Training he had in 2001, “1 cannot
accept money or things that do net belong to me.
The University wounld still have discovered the
frand™, he said. He landed the Management for
recognizing his good example, urging other staff to
emulate him. “Contrary to what people think, it still
pays to be honest in Nigerla: those who cheat will
surely pay for it one way or the other™, Wachukwu
said.

exhibited

1 Have Passion
For Teaching ~Egelibe

r Fderen, JULIET NNAMDI had a chay with Jonathan Egelibe, a Final Year Student in the
Department of Medicing and Surgery, College of Health Sciewces on his world as o student of
the University. He discloses his passion for the teaching profession and how fe hapes do

conbine evangelism with lecturing to render service to God and husmanity, Read on;

“l'NTI‘{IHT was not really my first choice; 1 had
wanbed to go to the Unlversity of Benin for my
Bachelor of Medicine and Surgery degree. nat

knowing that | was called to be part of a globally
reputable institution, I gained admission thromgh the
Basic Siudies programme. 1 did mst write the Fost-
Unified Tertiary Matricolation Examination for
University of Benin, becanse it colnclded with my Basic
Studies examination. | got twoe admission opporiunities
in the Depariments of Medicine and Surpery anad
Pharmacy & Pharmaccutical Technology, | had the best
risull im the Basic Studies programme and was ofTered
admission to study Medicine,” he recalled.
Egelibe's passion In stwdying about human life did not
start today. He had been doing well in Science subjects
right from his doys in Secondary School, which earned
him the honour of Bidlegy Prefect and Best Student in
Bislogy. His passion to save lives was also influenced by
his choice of Medicine.
O his study hahit, he said his discipline is quite
demanding, so he is serbously in love with his
bmks. He sceasionally uses the Donald Ekeng
Library, hecause he fonnd oot that his
colleagues are regular wsers of facilities there,
He wounld oot wast te be nicknamed
Jockichan as stadents always refer o those
that study much, *1 frequently make use of the
Permanent Site Library (IS Library) and
sometimes University of Port Harcourt
Teaching Hospltal (UPFTH) Medieal Library.,
Towards exams, my reading habil becomes
mare imtense. | tend fo cover more topics ns |
there is high level of assimilation, 1 also
read al night doring examinations.”™ he
suidl.
“l am computer Hterate and own my
personal computer. 1 frequently have (o
browse the Infernet fo source materiols to enhance my
reading skills, at bease, fowr times 2 week,” Egelibe saldl,
peointimg oot that though be vses a Blackberry phone,
which is the cruce amongsi students, but he s not
enslaved to it, “Despite the advantages in the use of
sochal networks, | discipline mysell in doing the right
thing at the right time.”

He is known for his corporate wears, which makes some

of his friend refer to him as Pastor. “1 am a member of

some social organizations smch s Pord Harcourt

University Medical and Dental Stwdents’ Association

(PUMDSA) and Adventist Medical Evangelical

Network (ANMEN)™ he disclosed further, describing Dr

Chiturn Orlunwene as his favourite Lecturer and
Menlor.
Nr Egelibe lives off-Campus; precisely in Aluu
Community. “1 kave been living there right from my
days in the Basic Stwdies programme, aloul sevien vears
naw. | like Alou becouse it is well organiced, with few
Imdigemous residents, good accommedation with
moderate price,” he said, deseribing it as an
enviromment for sindents. He keeps few friends and
dislikes night ewts basically duc te seeurity concerns,
Chi lis vision after medical educaiion, he said: “1 would
like to pructise as o Medical Ductor, as
well as teach in the University,
becau st 1 really enjoy teaching. I
woul d like to vwn a privale
hospi tal, and still be busimess-
imeli ned in other Gelds. My area
o [ interest is (Mwstetrics and
Gyn aecilepy with Pasdiatrics; |
have mot vei made up my mind on
@ n arca of specializatiom™.
Beaming with a smile,
he added; “1 long
tr alse be an
Evangelist™.

Egelibe
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Mattresses To

Conr'd from pl

Speaking at the Senate Chambers of NDL
penultimate Friday, Dean, Student AfTairs of the
University of Fort Harcourt, Professor Henry Bell-
Gam, disclosed that the donation was part of efforts
aimed at bringing succour to the Institution, which
was also affected by the flood, as well as fulfilling
the community service component of the core
mandate of the University which is teaching,
research and community service,

“The Viee-Chancellor of University ol Port
Harcourt, Professor Joseph Ajienka, had utilized
the activities of the community service component
of the University to authorize the delivery of relicf
materials to flood victims in Rivers and Bavelsa
States last year. We are here to ensure that this
sister University benefits directly from the
gesture,” Professor Bell-Gam said, assuring the
Institution of the readiness of University of Port
Harcourt to partner it on research, particularly on
the recent natural disaster, just as it has been doing
im the arca of teaching for the overall institutional
growth of Niger Delta University and the region.
Responding, the Acting Viee-Chancellor of NDLU,
Professar HIJI'I'I]:II.“':I. ﬂwlllL whao commended the
LUniversity of Port Harcourt for being the first to
come o the aid of his instilution, explained that ihe

UNIPORT Donates @

r
—

lg Vice-Chancellor, NDU, Praf Ogoni, flanked by Deans, .i'mfr.lrr.-l_.f}hfr.'-. UNIPORT, Prof Bell-Gam {righil,

Dateline

NOL, D Comifort Joffa (left), Principal @fficers aof NDU and sone stafilT and o student of UNTPORT

items eame &t The upprupri:ﬂ!r timie when
Management was refurbishing the hostels for
sludernils, ||'|\.|.'Iln.ir|u thiat miost al the mallresses i
the hostels were destroved by the Mood, thus
necessitating replacement.

“We are grateful for your intervention. It is a great
reliel to ws because some of our matiresses were

alTected Ir} the Masmd. This rl:l:llrilllwllip i mmare than
what we are seeing mow, it will continue even in
resenirch and ather areas of academics,™ Professor
Ogoni said, soliciting partnership on further
resenrch to asceriain the cawses and extent of
damage done by the flood with a view to forestalling
Tuture incidents,

IARD To Commence Certificate Programme

By Mercy Dow-Baridam

he Imstitute of Agriculiural Rescarch and

Development (IARD), has disclosed plans

to establish Certificate Programme in the
Institute to support angoing academic work in the
Faculty af Agriculture. The Programme is
expected to run for a vear and four months,
respectively,
Acting IMrector of the Institute, Dr Etela IThisime,
made the disclosure in a chat with UNIFORT
Weekly, last Monday, stating that the Instiiute has
been undergoing re-organization to attain better
operational efMiciency following establishment af
the Faculty of Agriculture in 2005,
“The Institute s working hard to key imto the
vision af the present administration to be s world-
class institute, where Agriculiural activities such
as fisheries, foresiry research, training and
I:LL‘\ I.'lIIi:IIIiI."I'“ are I.'"I'Illlll.'!l.'d IIII n \IJ\!III:IIHII.I."
manner based on best global practices™, he said.
.tt,‘t‘ur:ung o the \rlj'n;_l' Director, with
approval of Management, the Institute has applicd
Iujuhl the Africa Netwaork Tor Agro-forestry and
Natural Resources Education
i{ANAFE) 1a rrinwiliun e

Thie

Institute and the Faculty to
enahle them carry il
their mandates of

core
teaching, I§
research and
hip im all
agric

traiming,
agripremeurs
anspects ol
ulture in a

Dr Thixime

holistic manner.

O current happenings in the Institute, the one-
time Acting Head, Department of Animal Science
and Fisheries, disclosed that the Institute is
currently developing a proposal on plantain
production and utilication of elite local varictics
that would be directly beneficial to farmers in the
surrounding communitics and the Niger Delia
Region at large. He stated that the proposal is
being developed in partnership with farmers
conperatives in Emohua Local Government Area
in its pilot stage.

“We are initiating a process for collaborative
rescarch with the International  Institute of
Trapical Agriculture (ITTA), in Ihadan, Nigeria on
Planiain/Banana breeding. The Institule is also
developing other proposals on the utilization of
Spent Mushroom Substrate (5M5) as feed for
ruminants such as goats and sheep,” he sald,

adding that the Institute is also working om other
proposals such as the conservation and the
sustainable wse of honey and the economic
evaluation on climate change and s eflects on
small holder farmers in the Niger Delta and
|||.-:| omnd,

v Ihisimve said the breeding of plantain s
developed by the Institule, while mushroom is
developed in collaboration with stall of the
Departments of Crop and Soil Science and Animal
Science and Fisheries.

The Director expressed satisfaction with
Management's encouragement of research im the
University, stating that at the moment, Scientists in
the Faculty are indicating interest to partmer the
Institute in the area of research.  He Torther
expressed gratitude to the farmer Acting Director
of the institute, Professor Ebele Erondu who he
sald achieved some milestone while in office.

IPS Park, off East/West Road.

are scheduled as part of the series of events,

University Park at 3:00pm.

Public Lecture, Seminar Presentation, Roundtahle
Discussion and Interactive Sessions with students

The programme will also feature the 2 Chi lkoku
Public Lecture an “Perspectives on the Nigerian (il
& Gas Industry: Its Past, Present and Future,”
slated for Toesday, 22* Jannary, 2013 at the ETF
Gas Engineering Building Conference Room,

Contact: Directar, IPS, Professor Mike Onyekonwn

Eghogah Kick-Starts Expert
-In-Residence Programme Today

taff, students and stakeholders in the oil and
gas sector are invited to the first Expert-in-
Residence programme of the Instiiute of
Petroleum, University of Port Harcourt, with Dr
Emmanuel Eghbogah. The programme holds from
Monday, 21 to Thursday, 24" January, 2013 at the

Dy Egbogakh
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Chi Ikoku Chair Committed To Local Content Dev

By Ethel Timi-Johnson

hair Occupant, Chi Ikoka Chair of

Petroleum  Engineering. Professor  Dulu

Appah, savs the Chalr would focus on
ru.p:-l;il!;l.al:uhldlinu amel I.'I.I.Fll|li||r_|.' enhancement,
using the Industry as a plaiform as part of s
mandate,
Briefing UNIPORT Weekly, last Tuesday, Professor
Appah noted that the Chi ITkoku Chair is poised o
drive Kesearch in Pelrolenm Engineering in
addition to wtilizing human resources to proffer
solutions to indusiry needs. “In this regard, the
Chair would train manpower, develop capacity and
assist students on a vearly basis with scholarships™.
He decried a trend where I1.i1_5hl:|. 4|||uli.!'|l.'|l:||rr~.|:|nurl
lack a befitting environment that would enable
them give of their best to the system as is the case in
other countries.
Disclosing that all ks now set for the smoath take-off
ol the Chair, he noted that an allice, lecture hall,
labratory space and equipment and a library, are
already on ground, adding that Late Professor Chi
Ikoku donated his emtire teaching materials and
literature to the Chair. “We would assemble a
s |||Iir|ur:| team drown from Chemistry,
Physics, Chemical Engincering and Biological
Sciemces. to tackle isswes of formation damage
contral to enable us improve well production as part
coniribution o the petrolenm

of our direct
imdustry™,
Professor Appah, whoe sbserved that the Chair was

endowed to immortalice Professor Tkoke, said i
was in recognition of his immense contributions to
Petroleum Engineering education and profession.
*He started the graduate programme in the Faculty
of Engineering as [ean for 16 VENTS, He trained the
likes of the Vice-Chamcellor, Professor Joseph
Ajienka, Director of the Institute of Petrolenm
Studies. Professor Mike Onyekonwa and the Shell-
Aret Adam Chair Occopant in Petralenm
Engineering, Professor Adewale Dosunmu,
amongst others™, he disclosed.

The former Manager, Planning, Research and
Statistics in the Petroleum Development Trust

Fund (PTDF) in charge of PTDF Chairs in

Miperinn Universities, smid he had 1.'1|1|.'ri.1.'|1,l;r in
the cstablishment, challenges and operation of
Chairs, “In the light of mere discoveries of
petralenm deposits in some African countries, this
Chair would serve as a platform to develop capacity
Tor the Gull of Guinen, 11 is an ||F||||:|rr||r|il_1. fa
cxport human resources to assist universities and
the industry in these emerging oil countries”™,
Professor A ppah sald.

(O the contributions of PTDF o local content
Lll.'\l.trl:qlmrnl. he nmoted ithat the Fund has
contributed significantly to the training of
manpower for the petroleum industry, undertaken
university advancement programmes and proyvided
training to academics and profesional bodies,
“Aendemic stall of the llrplrl]nl.'nl of Petroleum
and Gas Engineering bencfitted from such

Humanities Elders' Council Thanks
V-C For Faculty Building

he Elders” Conncil of the Facully Humanities

has commended the Vice-Chancellor,

Profesar Joseph Ajienka, for commencement
of construction work sn the new Elechi Amadi Facualry
of Humanities building donated by the Rivers State
Gavernment. Rising lrom a " Thank You' Meeling with
the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Joseph Ajienka, last
Mlomday in his ollice, Dean of the Facully and lewder of
the delegation. Professor Ozo-meburi Ndimele, said
that the development was ample proof thst the
University appreciated the central role of the Faculry
i (e i Tairs of the Dnstitution,
Ndimele, who described the Vice-Chancellar as a
member of the Facalty of Humanities, expressed
grotitude to him for championing the Arts amd his
physical presence af mosl artistic presemtations
involving Departments. in the Faculty, “We are
particularly happy to mate that vou have appoimted
our colleagues from the Faculty infe important
positions in the University Administration, which goes
to prove the confidence your Administration reposes
in our whility to deliver when it mafters™, the Dean
sald. promising not to disappoint the Administration
at all times.

Iii his response. Professar Ajlenka, who euprossed
gratitmde to the Elders’ Council for the visit,
commenided the oulstanding leadership role that the
Faculty had played since the Inception of the
University. He also praised the guality leadership sty e

By Oghentefini Odub,

Adeola Ofo and binna Nwodim
adopted by the Dean in the administration of the
Faculty since his assumption of affice, promising to
conlinue support for him to schieve the vision of the
founding fathers af the pioneer Faculty.

Professor Ajienka, who observed that the Faculty was
the first to inaugurate such an Efders” Cowncil, advised
other Faculties to emulate the movel initiative of the
Facalty of Humanltles, which he sald consisted of
seusoned scademics and administrators, who not only
engage in research and teaching, but also contribute
their immense cumulative expericnces towards the
growth and development of the University. Professar
Ajlenka advised the Faculiy members to continue to
exhibit folerance and anderstanding for one another
ta achieve the best for thelr students, whom he sabd
were loaking up ki them lor puidamce.

*We should leara to be al peace with each other and e
prepared to learn from the expericnces of our
colleagues as & means of improving oorselves, The
reason we shauld Hsten to one another is because
where vou have imtellectunls, divergent issues are
bound 1o arise. Owr capachty to understamd each
other's differcnces and sbility ta amicably resolve
such differentiates us from the people outside the
Unmiversity enviromment, We should also show love to
our siudents, becanse we may never know where we

UNIPERT

trainings when | was in the PTIET,
Om the contentious Petrolenm Industry Bill (P1B)
now pending before the National Assembly,
Professor Appah stressed the need for quick
passage of the Bl io domesticate the petroleum
indus iry. “The PIE COCHMPasses the
Local Content Bill and
waould address issues of
enviroenmemtal
degradation and
vouth restiveness™,
he said, describing
the Bill as
benelicial to host
eommumnities of the obl
companies,
especially in the
downstream
SeCior,

will mieet thiem in future. Students whao are maltreated
muay never wish o associate with University whenever
they are in privileged posithons™, he advised,

The Viee-Chaneellor directed that any review aof
curriculum in the Departments must anderge doe
process before it should be presented before the Senate
for consideration and approval.  “Neo  individwal
should be allowed to review the eurriculum for a
programme without considering the input of sthers in
the Department. We must make sure that such
progesed reviews undergn the right processes befare
they camn become operational. These are wvery
fundamental things we must pay attention to in oar
elfort 1o standardiee our course contentl and aitain
gholkal best practices™, he stated. Professor Ajicnka
informed the Elders’ Conncil that construction work
was procecding apace on the Elechi Amadi Faculty of
Humanities building, sssuring the Faculty that when
the project is campleted, it would be one of the most
impressive buildings on the Lniversity®s skyline,

Im his speech, Chairman of the Eldfers” Conaci,
Professar ™ olue Emenanjo, who described ihe
Fuculty as one of the oldest in the University, expressed
happiness that positive change was coming to Faculty,
He called an the Management to sirengthen the
academic stall to meel the immineal accreditation
exercise and alse reduce the heavy workload of
srademics in the Focualiy.

The Viee-Chameellor later led the delegation to the
construction site of the Faculty building. as well as the
Department of Music. The Elechi Amadi camplex for
the Faculty of Humanitics, which is spansored by the
Rivers Stale Government, is a storey building that
would accommodate the various Departments in the
Fueuliy.

Elders” Council

Wol 12, No. &
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WELLS MOUNTAIN FOUNDATION
SCHOLARSHIP

Wells Mountain Foundation, a charitable
organization based in Bristol, Vermont, has
ansounced fis 2013 Scholarship Scheme o suppeort
a pumber of sindenits in pursait of various
educational objectives. Applcation for the Scheme
which covers tuition, books and supplics and some
personal expenses, would end en 4 March, 2013,
Interested applicants should contact the Exchange
apd Linksges Programmes Unit at the
nal Stwdent's Centre, University Park for
maore information
Contact: Director, Exchange and Linkages

Programmes Unit (ELPL)

SSLT INDUCTION
Scheol OF Science Laborstory Technology inducts
the 3° Baich of Gradusnds on Tuesday, 39°
Japmary, 2013 at Ebitimi Banigo Aunditorium.
University Park. Time is 9.00am.
Consact: Dean, SSLT, Frof Anthony Atega

OUR ERROR

n page 4 of our last edition, we

inadvertently wrote that the ploneer

Provost of College of Graduate Studies,
Professor Roseline Konya is of the Department of
Plant Sclence and Blotechnology. She bs actually of
the Department of Animal & Esvireonmentsl
Biology. The error is highly regretied.

amous Russiam dissident. Aleksamdre

Salzhenitsyn once wrole a 'Ihn-ghhprrlwllii“

ook titled: The Comcer Ward, In that
shattering hook, Vir Selzhenlisyn declared: “There
can be mo grewter allliction than for & dector to sefler
an affliction in his area of specialization”. Late Ere
{Frofessor) Edwin Nsitem Elechi. graphically fits imte
this description as he actwally suffered a
cerebrovasciler accident oil Wk Augusd, WS im the
lime of duty. As ane of his ungunbed kinsmen and
seolyies lamenied in & moving iribute, =1 now know
that a saver of life canmot save his own e when the
appointed time comes™. How else do we explain a
situational irony in which an accomplished Thoracie
and Cardiovascular Surgeon gradually succumbed
1o an allliction in his area of cxpertise” He was nod the
first im this categary.
Falbowing n well-groanded loundstisnal cducation in
Nigeria between 1957 and 1N, voung Edwin taught
briefly in his Afma Warer, Western Ahoada County
High School, before gaining admission inte the
premier University of Ihadan in 1965 to stwdy
Moedicine. Even when the Nigeriam Civil War
interrapted his studies, Edwin tempoararily

S B Williams Wodi g

preoceupled  himsell with paramedical sapport
services ut the County Hospital, Elele as the droms of
war roared ln the distance,
Cut ol in the emergent Hepublic of Biafra, the
restbess Medical Stwdent and his three ather Ul peers
disappearced through dangerous forest paths en route
Ibadan in November, 197 to continue their
stwidies—a feat that prompted famous Playwright
Ebechi Amadi to write his intrepid play tilled: “The
Road tw Thadan™ which cclebrated thelr birarre
cuphoits through the swamps ol the Niger Deltn—just
1o obitain a degree. On graduation in 1970, the young
Edwin became the first Medical Doactor in Ndele and
secomd in the entire lewerre land.
It was during his Internship at Ekan Baptist Hospital
in Diclia State that be had the privilege of certifving
Tamous Highlife musical muesire Cardinal ey Jim
Lawson dead following a rowd sccident, Alter o briel
stint with the Rivers State Government between 1971
amd 1971, the then Dr Elechi proceeded to Howard
Umiversity in the United States. where he engaged ina
ght Surgical lnternship from 1972 to 1973: a

Semior Lecturer in the
Depariment of Fise Arts and
Dhesign, Dr Edem Pelers, was

among Ceramists that exhibited
their works af & joint exhibition,
tagged: “Devon Encounter™, st the

S8y Humphrey 0

Barn Potliery, o
Moretonhampstead., 3
Devem., United
Kingdom. late last
Vear

Speaking with
UNIPORT Weekly, §
Peters, said that
mther parl'i;ip:nr\.. mt
the exhibition,
included six
professional
Cernmists drawn (rom dilferent parts of the UK, oo
i Gierman, adding thal they were joalied by an Eaghish
magdlical doctor amd Clilnese engimeer.

“We exhibited works that reflected our differemt
cultures, specifically in coramics. My works have to do
with African technigques and shapes,” Dir Peters said,
uwdiling that he produced most of the works euhibited
thire. He mated that the evenl allorded him an
apporiumity 1 visit other parts of the country 1o see
arts exhilvitions. <1 was also imvited fo other exhibsitions
affter the Moretonhampstead event.” he noted.

O haw e got to partbcipate in the exhibition, Peters
sabd: “There was an advertisement inviting artisis
Troan difTerent paris of thie world snd | was fortunaie to
b among these accepted, 1hu.'l|r|1:\L leecoming the

CamEusMetro

secomd Nigerian to participate in the exhibition,”
dizclosing that & UK-based Nigerian p.lﬁi{'i.r_l:llv,‘-d in
the exhibition two vears ago,

It weald be recalled that Dr Peters did an exhibitbon at
the Nationsl Gallery of Arts Abujs b 20001, A1 the
eilibbtlon, he showcased the wse of avallable raw

materials, cipecially clay in the production of
ceramics, which eould be used for electrical
installations, rockets, comport chips, smomg others.

He mdvised youths to avail the mschoes of the thnndant
raw materinls and the economic viability of ceranvics
o take up careers im the feld, stating that it could

provide jols for mamy wnemphy od vouths,

Late Prof Elechi

pt.'rlu-rl thai akao sww him rhnm“h the General
surgery Hesidency ot Howard University Hoapital
Between 1976 and 1977, alter which he wis appalated
Tull-time Lectwrer by the Howard Medical Seboal.
Elechi became a Fellow in Thoracic and
Cardiovascular Surgery at Wayne State University,
Detroil, between 197K and 1979, Mot yet satinfied with
his already intimidating medical credentials, the
hunger for more knowledge took Dr Elechi 1o the
fnmous University of Alberia in Caneda, where b
wis appolsted a Hesidemt In Thoracle and
Cardiovascular Surgery in 1979 —the first black man
to be draimed in this rare ficld of medical
specinlization in that University! He became a Fellow
of the Hoval Callege of Surgeons of Canada (FRUSC)
in Thoracic and Cardiovascalar Surgery in 19582,
Elechi retwrmed to Nigeria to join the serviees of the
emergent Department of Medicine of the University
of Port Harcourt a5 u Lecturer/Consultant im 1982,
He rose throwgh the ranks te become the irst lewerne
acndemic to be appointed Professor of Surgery anid

Medicine in 1995 and held the Fellowship of many
distinguished medical badies in and outside Nigeria.
He served both the University and Teaching Hospital
in oumerous capacities, including holding the
pnd'lhi al Actimg Provosi of Caellege of Healil
Schemees berween 1995 and 19%% and Dean of the then
Schoal of Graduate Stmdies from then on to 1998, A1
his Imangural Lectwre, Professor Elechi told his
amdience that “There is ne room for rehearsals inmy
theatre”—meaning that voung dectors and support
viall must came ready o perform sargery, He reflased
ta relapse into the comfort rone of sell-satislicd
complacency, Elechi’s recipe for smccess is that
passion should parse excellence in everything a man
scty his mind on. He was confident, consistent and
enjoved his work to the admiration of many.
Professor [lechi was nat ]I.l'lll wiladicted b i he hr-lplrl..
wicthoscope and lab coal; he lived an exemplary
Chiristian e, riving to the hallowod rank of 2 knight
of the Anglican Communion. In fact, 5t Peier’s
Church, Omuaeio, enjoyed his anlimited patronage
uniil his painful desth on 7 December, 2012 —four
werks after colchrating his 70" birthday, Iln the
traditional setting. Professor Elechi proved that
Western vducation was nol & barrier to o fulfilled
communal life. He was installed the Eze Ywe E8 T of
hmusfo in March, 1997, He was also o siromg
believ er and contributor to numerous soclal causes in
Ikwerre land., Rivers State and Nigeria.

Here was a thoroughly cducated sargeon snd
Imtellectunl, who still found o place for the dork,
somelinnes ferrifving and I|Iu|;ll!|.pﬂ|: cosmelogical
warld view of his peaple. He was at bonse with secalar
humanisis, as e was with the scare tactics of
Tundamentalist messianic warriors. whe preach a
bizarre spiritual Darwinlsm on their crusade
growmds,

Marcos Aurelins may have Insdvertently
summarkeed the life and tmes of Ese | Professor)
Edwin Nsitem Elechl, when be wrete: “Let vour
delight and refreshment be to pass from one service te
the community to another, with God ever in mind™, A
great man of many firsts indeed!

UNIPERT
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1kali Harcouwrt Whyte and Adams Fiberesima, were horn
in this part of the world, They had 3 mission to make
pesple happy and they did it very well 1o papakar
acclaim”™. He commended the Depariment of Music and
Frofessar Onyee Nwankpa for their efforts in promating
the  image of the University through music within so
short a period of coming into existence, revealing the
intention of his administration (o make the University a
Centre of Excellence im indigenous music,

Also speaking, 57 Vice-Chaneelbor of the University and
art enthusisst, Emeriius Professor Nimi Bripgs, who
lawded the imnevation amd creativity exhibdied by late
Rex Lawson in his plaving days, said that it was such
inmovation for which a University should be known. He
commiended the Viee-Chancellor, for his abiding interesi
In promosting the Aris, desplie his background a5 a
Fetroleum Engineer.

In their separate specches, Regisirar, Mrs Malilda
Mnndim, Direcior, Institwie of Education amd former
Deputy Viee-Chancellor (Academic), Professor Joseph
Okoh, Chair Ocewpant, Harcourt Whyvte Chair in Charal
Music, Dr Kanw Achinevu, as well as Profesor Omaolara
Dpundipe remembered with mostalgia the soothing
cifects of Rex Lawson's in the 19605 which cut across all
ages grades. urging the vouiger generation af nnsicias
amd scholars to pay more attention to masters of the art,
wha had very little training in music, bat still produced
enduring works.

Earlier in his speech, Chairman of the event and Dean,
Faculty of Humanities, Professor (o-mekuri Mdimele,
who described the Facalty as the heart-beat of the
Undversity sabd that the kate Cardinal Res Jim Lawson
was the hero of highlife music, whose peculiar style was
widely nocepied in Nigeria and beyvond. He said, “™othing

Rex Lawson Comes Alive In UNIPORT

=L, Prof Apenka and s wife Merg

revolutionary has happened im highlife muske bevond
whal Lawson amd his talented colleagues did in thase
pomd wld days. This shows that he will remain o legend
anil hero of highlife music™.

In ks webcome address, the Head, Department of Musie,
Professor Onyee Nwankpi, who said that =the gathering
was mot e re-visil the circomstances surrounding the
untimely desth of Rex Lawson, but to scoentuste it and
propagate it e our people. especlally the Kalabarl and
Miger Delta people. that we Nigerfans. rememiber.
recopnize, love wmd value oor hers and legend, the king of
highlifc music, 42 yvears after his demise”. Profesor
Mwankpa alse discloscd plams to erganize the Rex
Lawssn Garden City International Highlile Festival in
July, 2013, calling on perssns with information or
artefacts on Rex Lawson to bring same (o the attention of
Department o cmable it set up a befirting highlite

il other guesis on the dance floor

mmsewm o celebrate his achievements.

Im a chat with UNIPORT Weekly, King Sunny Brown
described his bate band lesder as a comrade amnd Friend,
alding that his sudden desth was 5 big blow to highlife
musle. The ace trumpeter regretted that a lot of people
dlid modt value Hex Lawson®s music wntil aler his demise in
1971 He said that although highlife mosic is still alive,
radic and television stafions mo longer pay much
attention to such genre of muske in Nigerla, comparing it
with Ghana, where highlife music & given gquality air
fime. He disclosed his imtention s establish the KSB
Foundation for prooming young muosicians in highlife
music,

In his contribution, Chiel Odili. who said that he had
been playing the Kongs for 64 yvears, soid thaot Hex
Lawson was a talemizd musician, who did not live long 1o
miake people kappy through his abundani talent.

nigue Students

tis vet a new academic vear! Evervone knows it

is. But only a few students know that every new

:u'allrrllil.' year COnmes wilh mew "Itulh'lign and
new  responsibilities. Whereas  serious-minded
students see it as a time 1o strive to improve on their
academic performance or sustain their excellent
performance, average students merely see it as a
timie to move (o the next class. To the I'IIII-'!-'I:'I‘:I.'-
serigus oncs, it is simple a time to show the world
that they are now big boys and girls. 1t is therefore
time to live an independent life,
“1'm now in final year. | ean take care of mysell, jive
around town, go (o night clabs, or anywhere, do
whatever | want with my Life. It's my own life, after
all. Why should 1 die, reading” Why shouldn't 1
have fun?™ These are some of the altitludes

exhibited by some students, who erroncously
helieve that they are now atop the world.

Sadly, the story is not different among some of the
new intakes, who are vet to understand the
university environment. For some, after several

Cross-yection of students receiving Lectures

By Humphrey Ogu

vears of siruggling—yves, struggling o secure
admission into the wniversity, one would expect the
few, who scaled through to buckle up and face their
studlies \L‘J'IIIII.HJE. Bui this = hunll:r s, To them,
however, being in the university is not just an end,
bui a phenomenal achlevemeni.

Muost students don't attach any importance to their
academics. They loaf around om Campus,
rh:lilfn'ng, ||I|l:|.'i|1.g EAMEs 0n ||Im|:|1,'x. compuiers,
ipad, among athers. They allow themselves to be
blown about by the wind of information
technology, especially, chatting on  Facebook,
Twitter, WhatsApp, efc.

Blackberry phones have not only become the latest
fad among students, they are also fast becoming a
status symbol. Amongst students, possession of a
Blackberry phone means civilization, or being up-
to-date. This constitutes a major sowrce of
distraction for students, resulting in poor scademic

performance or rather inadequate academic
experience.
Ev eryone is different. Thai some sivdents decide (o

squander their time on frivolities dovsn't make it a
morm. You are unigue. You can excel where others
Tail, It is @ matter of siyle. That vou [ailed to realice
your dreams last year doesn't mean vou can'l set
and attain vour goals this Ve Girenl men are nol
those who play to the gallery: they are not those
whao lollow the erowd. Learn o be unigue—be a
truly unigue student of UNIPORT.

“lmnovation distinguishes between a leader and a
follower™, said Steve Jobs, You can take a bold step,
hold the torch, blaze a trail and lead the way or wail
for others to do everything and follow their
fooatsteps. Be who or what you want to be: o great
man or woman, leader or follower: a consumer or a
producer....

For every student. the new academic vear should be
a time to take stock of their academic achievement
in the previous session. It provides n new
oppartunity for students that didn't do well to put
their acts together and improve on their
performances, through cnhanced academic
commitment. It also provides those with impressive
academic record ta consolidate on their
achievemenis.

Whatever categary vou belong io as a student, it is
naot tow late to take a bold step towards your dream
destination. The time to initiate the move is now.
Whether to make the best use of your timae @l
university and emerge as very productive members
of soclety or to become a graduate only in name |5 a
matiter of choice. After all, it is o free world, as they
say.

Wha I!"\._‘quur dream Toar the new uL'ndi.'mit.'1»4.'1 rT Are
youl yearning for academic excellence? Do you wish
to Improve on vour scademie achievement?
Whatever vour aspirations, you can achieve what
you want to achieve. But von have to work hard,
Failare or success i :u|n||;|."\ a chodee. The wnly
difference is the approach.

S0 fasten vour seathelt! It's time to take off.
Remember, you can actualize all your dreams,
Happy New Academic Year!
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SABBATICALAPPOINTMENT

Prafesser Chidi The, granted one year Sabbatical Appointment in the
Department of Geology, Faculty of Physical Science & Information
Technolegy, College of Natural & Applied Sciences, as Professor,
elMective on assumplion of duty.

I Geabwiel fvepirika, granted one vear Sabbatical .Ip;.lr.uiu.rmq'nr i the
Department of Flant Science & Hiotechnology, Faculty of Biological
Science, College of Natural & Applied Sciences, as Semior Lecturer,
clective on assumption of duty.

Mr A, J. Princewill, Bursary Department,
Umiversity Dava Cemrre,

Dr (Mrs) 0. M. Etebu, Depariment of Mechanieal Engineering,
appointed Adssistons Director, fostinute for Engineering Technology
and fonoveiion Wanagement,

Prafessor Nkem (koh, Department of English Studies, Faculty of
Humanities, appointed Head, Deparmment of English Snadies.
Professor (nyee Vwankpa, Department of Musie, Faculty of
Humanities, uppm’nlrd L hair Hu:'g'u"nmi’. Kex Lawson Chair of Wuasic.

SABBATICAL LEAVE

Professor Alice Nie, Department of Paediatrics and Child Healih,
Faculty of Clinical Sciences, proceeded on Sabbatical Appointment
with Shell Petroleum Development Company (SPDC), effective 1°
November, 2012 to 317 October, 2003,

Prafessor Ompemaechi Udismukwa, Department of English Studies,
Faculty of Humanities, proceeded on 12-Maonth Sabbarical
l”'m.fnfurrnr with the Federal University, Ove-Ekiti, Ekiti State,
effective 1" January 2013 (o 30” December, 2013,

Dy Marirns -l.n'q"mpr, Ilrpzrlml.':nl of Agricultural Economics amd
Extension, Faculty of Agriculiure, proceeded an  12-month
Kabbatical Appoeintment with Michael Opara University of
Agriculiore, Umudike, Umuahia, Abla State.

D Andrew (Mineds, Department of Fine Arts & Design, Faculty of
Humanities, procecded on 12-month Sabbatical Appointment with
Ima State University Owerri, Imo State, effective 1st December,
201 2 o 30 Noavember, 2003,

Dr Peter Edem, Department of Fine Arts & Design, Faculty of
Humanities, proceeded on 12-month Sabbafical Appodniment with
Cross River State University of Technology, Calabar, Cross River
State, effective 1” December, 2002 to 30th November, 2003,

RENEWALOFCONTRACTAPPOINTMENT

Professer Michae! @i, Department of Geology, Faculty of Physical
Science, pranted Remewnd of Contrac? .Ippf.lr'r:.rmr'n:. effective 28"
August, 2012 te 27" August, 2013,

MWr Charles Ugneze, Department of Geology, Facully
Science, confirmed Staff, efMective 17 July, 200 2.

Wrs Amaka Awanye, Department of Pharmaceutical Microbiology,
Faculty of Pharmaceatical Sciences, confirmed Sraff, effective 6"
June, 2000,

Dy Kaladada Korwbo, Department of Haematology / Immunobsgy.
Blood Transfusion, College of Health Sciences, confirmed S,
effective 2™ November, 2010,

Dr Sunday Evarn, Department of Pharmacology, Faculty of
Pharmaceuatical Sciences, confirmed Staff, effective 4" November,
ol

Wrs Mercy Adenmiji. Former Miss Mercy Don-Baridam ol the
Information Publication and Public Relations (IFPR) Unit. now
wishes to be known and addressed as Mry Mercy Adendfi. All
ducuments bearing ber lornier name remain valid.

PASSAGE
MRS LOVE MENUNWO ERIM

he death has been announced of
Ars Love Menunwo Erim. Until
erise, $he was a Siall ol the

oved to the Depariment

of Int-. rmal Medic aculty of
nee, Colle of Health

on 18"

appainted [Nrecior,

al Physical

who died
X, was buried on Friday,
2012, in her hometown,

Frovost, College of Graduwate Studies, Pm_.".ﬁmy.u.ﬂanl‘d by Deans of Gradwate Schools,
Profs [feanache (right), Avwiri (left) and other staff of the University

Ogoni Community Honours
Konya As First Female Professor

3_1' iskaor Saminiel

s the first female Professor in Ogoni
Ethnic Mationality and in appreciation
of her numerous contributions

towards the development of Kaani-Babbe
Commuanity in I'I-Irtil.' rand Ogani Kingdom
in general, the Dame MWe | Daw Associafion in
comjunction with wll sepments of the
Community, has honoured erudite Scholar
and astute Administrator, Professor Roseline
kKonva for distinguishing herself in academics
anid I||‘||I|‘I.II“ honour to the Community and
Ogon.
In his address at a Thanksgiving' Reception
held last December in the Commuanity,
Presidemt ol the Association, Mr Ledee
DecBari, praised Professor Komya, who is
currently Provest, Coellege of Gradoate
Studies, For her numerous services to the
Community, Hivers 5State, MNigeria and
humanity.
“Dame Profl {Mrs) Roseline Konva is the lrst
female Professor in (dgoni as a whole and the
only Prafessor in Kaani Babbe Community as
al today. She and her late husband, Mr Barido
ere able (o use willl b imsiall
¢ only road
Babhbe
toedlay ulﬂld hl. traced to this

Hiy

" thie President disclosed, recalling that

structed o 30,000 litre water praject for
LI

“She also instituted am Anonusl Foothall

Towrnament for youths in Babbe District in
ni land. Duaring a colowrful an cmarial
¢ organized in her hushand's memary in
Babba, o new chorch ling for the
Methodist Church al i fands oul teday
as part of her community development
5" Mr DeeBari recallimg that
Professor Komva headed the Ogoni
n Committee ((NC) that m:.a;.ul
thl Petraleum Development Company in
1997 which browght abowt the much valued
tarred rosd.
In her response, a visibly-delighted Frofessor
Konya, whoe had declined carlicr moves For the
receplion, thanked the Community lor the
hanour, pledging to continue to do her bes
the services of Comd and humn
recalled th ralesdor kiiy
Commissioner of Environme
and Indusiry in Rivers 5t
the prnl’ﬁ\nruu with
M3, She was alse the first and only e nluh
Chairman of the Civil Service Commission in

r her pisaecring lead
role in the development of Kaani-
Community and academie excellence,
provision of a lamp, signifying t in the
Community, a for farming. calabash full of
water and other items to the honoree, whe had
alsa earned over 50 awards and prizes to show
for her sustained commitment to community
and human ..'l!i!triljl. ilew 1_-|up|1|.=ril.

Department 0f Geography And Environmental Management

WEATHER OBSERVATORY

Weather Forecast For Port Harcourt And Surrounding
Areas For Sunday, January 20 - Saturday, January 26, 2013

[ wTE | TEMPERATURE | HUMIDITY | WD [ FEAIN T SUNSET AND SUMMARY
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UNIPORT Trains
Host Communities
On Agro-Biz

¢ University of Port
Harcourt organized a
Sour-day training
programme on agro-business
ventures for women and youths
of its Host Communifies. The
training was in line with the
vision of the present
Administration to grow
alongside the communities.
OQur Cameraman,
HEADMAN ALU captured
highlights of the programme as
shown below:

Rap of Vol awd DV (RED. Pray Beme Wil Abbey, evohanging
lednsiniey wikih Disevier, Ypocial ey fn e Fice-{ hanodfor®
e, Prof Waolikew Hepaw (mghv) sod o Facilitater af the braywing

Dean, Faculry j.-.l.grll:'u hsire, Fear ITatmimg pavtl cipataits during
Prof Love Akewype, prosemitag her Addrers o of i sevvions

A Lecrurer in the Faculty Dean, Faculy of Agriculrure,
af Agricuiimre rafiting prricipunts Prof Akowpe, prespming her Addrey

¥
Kome radinonal leaders from the Represemianive of U & C Microfinamce
ot {pmmpapmitiey af e frafining Hank gt sne of the fraining seoians
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