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Consolidating /
the vision

I always feel a zingy, thrilling
wrge each time [ am saddled with the
anerous respensibility of producing the next
edition of Unique UniPort magazine, For me,
this endeavour is an abiding article of faith wnd
alabour af Tove that canmot be guantified in any
hard curvency. The expevience is smoother
than butter for me and the rest of the Editovial
crew, whe go far beyond the call af duty to
produce each edition of the magazine that has
cane o be widely accepted by the University
Community as a veritable sowrce of
infornation.
As Lord Byron once said, “Words are things,
and a small drop of ink. Falling like dew, upon
a thought, produces that which makes
thousands, perhaps millions think.” We hope
we can setf you thinking with this new edition af
Unique UniPort.
In this edition, for instance, we look back af the
fowr-year old tenure of Professer Joseph
Afienka as 7" Vice-Chancellor and
knowledge the i tusion that
the U ity hax il e
structural changes that frave ma.d'c it stronger
anad ma‘) o face the _,fnl'ime ll‘ll"l renewed
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Editorial
Joseph A Ajlenka -

despite that
the administration had to contend with as it
powers the entreprenenrial vision.
We took a look at the geneval developmenial
direction af the L'm‘\ern‘lj under the mew
ml’wr\mmwﬂf vision  af mr A_;Mu.fm-fﬂf

in a Technology Pnrl. Tﬂ'u edition uhofowus
an some guality research findings by scholars
and celebrates  outstanding  scholars whe
Brought fame to the University in their service
ears, and lots move,

W drast youn will fTnd it a compelling read!
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the last NUGA games was & very
Wllﬂﬂlr event hecouse we won
of 120 medals
cnmpmmlsing 63 pold, 41 silver
and 16 bronze medals to elinch the
first pole position, The University
of Lagos came o distant second

A Cﬂwuwwx eelebrating af va House, .Po\n' Hﬂﬂ'wn‘

alike as the premier institution in
spaorts nationwide. We have moved
from running school sporis 1o
becoming o sporting school, We
are winning becouse we
understand the sclence of sports,
Our vision is to run a sperting
academny, a sports moseum, & high
performance centre and we e

Reacting to the victory, Governar
Amaechi, who is aba & prowd
Alumnus of the University of Port
Harcourt, congratulated the all-
conguering Team UniPort fur its
exploits in University sporting
activities. The Governor promised
o assdst the University achieve lts
lull potentials in sports

with 13 gabd, 10 silver and Thronze  working hard to blend aead (Y

medals, while the host institution, n']lh Wu. We have established  Director of Sports i the
Obafemi Aws v 4 In many sporting  University, Dr Ken Anugweje, wha
came third with 11 gold, 9 silver  figlds. For instance, we won all the  has been harnessing all possible

and 15 bronze medals.™

The Viee-Chancellor added:
“With this fifth consecative
victory, our admirers re-
designated UnilPort as EniSporey
and we have been recognized by
NUGA, sports officials und fans

30 gold medals on offer in
swimming. We have forayed into
truck and feld, tennis and abo
won the best behaved team
award.” What else is there to
compete for and win?

“At the collation of the final medals table, Team
UniPort, once again, mercilessly carted away a

whopping 120 medals,

leaving the other 40

participating institutions to scramble for the

remaining 364 medals as consolation prizes. So, it was
the fifth consecutive victory for Team UniPort at the
NUGA championships.”

technical and scientific tactics in
training the athletes, expressed
commitment to continued
excellence in sparting activities ar
national and international levels,
Speaking earlier while camping in
preparation fTor the
champlonships, UniPort Team
Leader, Fidelis Awusa, had
averred that: “we were prepared
for the compatition. We have set &
standurd; taking top position and
that s wl we always want fo
achieve, 1tis keft to our competitors
to learn the seeret of owr
consecntive suecess story,” Al hail
UniSporis?
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Gy Amaechi (Fight) receiving NUGA trophy from

Other Universitics came for the

Nigerian University Games  contest with their minds set an

originally scheduled for last vear,
but For the protracted industrial
action embarked upon by

r]mnqlmmll]p held luhuen u

Universities (ASUL). The Obafemi
Awnlowe University (DAL

Team UniPeri, once sgain,

v.lu.wlm, 120 meduls, kn..‘ng’ the
ather 40 participating instituthons
to seramble for the remaining 364

‘:hampiul;;hip nl‘ﬂch the University
of Port Harcourt has won back-to-
back for the fourth time running.

DURL ST 4

Team UniPort hay again brought home the giant trophy of the Nigerian University Games
Association (NUGA) as It carted away a total of 120 medals our of the 484 medals on offer ar the 24*
edition of the championships, reports

medals as consolation prize it
was the fifth consecutive victory for
Team UniPort at the NU
championships,
Conveying the eh
Governor of s State, Ri. Hon
Chibuike Rotimi Amavchi during a
rousing reception for the Team at
the Govermment House, Port
Harcourt, a visibly delighted Viee-
or, Professor Joseph
Ajienka, stated that: “our vietory at

Cont'd on pi9
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A Message from the Vice-Chancellor

Building an
attractive brand

Kmn-!fdg( is power we are told; but
that is if it is applied and publicized
Sor the benefit of humanity. Applied
knowledge further enriches our lives and
emlarges the spheve of human existence. In
the University setting, the pursuit of
knowledge is the province of scholars and
their students, who have a mandate to
improve the lot of humanity as arbiters of
confemporary taste and purvevors of truch,
Propagating information in the age of
globalization and social media is as
important as showcasing the best research
Sindings in the laboratory. Information is,
indeed, power, Today, events in the remotest
parts of the world are brought to instant
notice around the world, at the push of a
button. It is guite obvious that we are far
Behind in this digital divide.

As each new edition of the quarterly Unique

UniPort magazine rolls out of the Printing
Press my defight knews no bounds because
of its capacity to spread information about
what we are doing here as a select
community of schelars that are dedicated to
the pursuwit of the highest ideals that weuld
propel our society forward.

It has been four years since pmli.nfeuw
placed me ar the helm of affairs as the 7
Vice-Chancellor af the University of Port
Harcourt. The driving ,i"rn'w of the
administration  fas been to build an
Entreprenenrial University that all
stakeholders in the affairs of the Institution
would be proud to associate with as an
attractive brand. Four years on, we have
recorded some appreciable milestones
aimed at repositioning UniPort as a cenire
af academic excellence,

As 1 begin the final countdovwn to the end of
my administration, I am delighted to know
that Unigue UniPort magazine has been
sustained and is able to provide information
to the University Community and other
stakeholders, who look up to it as a source of
enlightenment on a regular basis.

This edition has happily followed in that
tradition of decumenting important evenis
on Campus within the '1'uarre'r and also
fi ing on sone hers, wha
.h'ﬁ' their bold footprints on the hallowed
corvidors of the academia over the decades,

I jeel proud to, once, again, place yet
another edition of the magazine in your
Dand in the belief that you would find it
informative and educative,

I hope you will find the information
comtained in this edition useful.

You are welcome.

JOSEPH A AJIENKA, FAEng.. FNSE
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OPTIWELL software scales
Shell's model test

OPTIWELL Wellbore Stability Management Software developed by the Shell Aret-Adums Chair of
Petrolewm Engineering, University of Port Harcourt, has successfully been used to model fuilure
behaviour of subsurface formations in drilling operations, reports WILLIAMS WODJ,

he new UniPort-
developed technology
also known as
OPTIWE Model 1.0 has
finally been certified 1o pr
borehole collapse by predicting

Developer, Professor Adewale

Dosunmu, on behall of the
research team, described the
revolutionary technigue as so
bencficial that “client operators

are smiling home as a result of
g

reduced wellbore problems and
drilling efficiency cost in efforts
nimed at saving " adding
that the procedure aims at saving
entire field development budgets
ofoil prospecting companies.

Drilling of well, the statement
further said. consumes about 60
per cent of entire ficld budget,
making savings as very
substantial, “Nigeria's fiscal

regime is such that 60 per cent ol

risk is bome by the
the research team said,
ng that OPTIWELL
ensures that operations leaming
curve is consistently on the
upward slope.

“With OPTIWELL Geo-

mechanical anal formatic

IQUE UniPort October

are betier known, as more
information is gathered from
previous wells, wells

failure incidents, thus saving the
environment  from  radioactive

are better designed,” the
statement said

It would be recalled that drilling
operations  usually encounter
major setbacks as o resull of
instability in shales, while Non-
Productive Time T)
expended in solving problems
associated with wellhore
instability significantly go
beyond drilling budget and sull
does not necessarily lead to
desired solutions, Operators are
compelled o engage in trial and
error approaches and equipment
dumage that cost much money

predicts the
minimum pressure under which
the well could collapse, because
an optimal mud weight is
predicted to prevent well
collapse, with a better criteria for
lure, while pre-drill planning
procedure insures against ool

“OPTIWELL will result in improve

construction in

reduction in w

c
Profi

ssor Dosunmu  disclosed
will result in
ility through
reduction in well
5 i Human  capacity
building, increased local content
participation, domestication of
high level technology, and betier
environmental conservation
through reduction in abandoned
radioactive materials.” The Shell
Petroleum Development
Company of Nigeria (SPDC),
has already endorsed the new
OPTIWELL Software.

Benefits of the emergent
software melude reduced Non-
Productive Time, increased
savings from drilling time,
reduced recurrent problems,
improved operational
performance, reliability and
efficiency.

that “OPTIWE
improved profit
cost

d profitability through
erfa, fuman capac

=

building, increased local content participation, domestication

af high level technology,

and better  environmental

conservation through reduction in abandoned radicactive

materials,”
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towards checking the negative
trend that portends grave threat tn
ihe lives of Nigerians—especinlly
those who are most vulnerable to
substance abuse.

Delivering the 108" Inaugural
: Who Hath Woe?
Whae Hath Sorrow? Who Hath
Comsention? A Chronicle of the

Comsequences of Alcwhal Mivuse

and Interventions, FProfesser
Stanley, who is of the Department
of Mental Health, Faculty of
Clinical
Health Sclenc

misuse s the gateway to advanced

ces in the College of

. moted that aleohol

substance abuse, which has dire
consequences on s vietims and

ingencral.

Professor Iyeops Simini

the Department of ¥

importance of
consuming the
right kind of food
in the right
quantity and

q to live a

healthy and longer
life,

In the 110"
Inamgoral Lecture
titled: “Inactive
Syuares amd the
Rumbling State”,
Professor
Omenihau
Nwaorgu of the
Department of =
Political and
Administrative Studies, Faculty
afl Social Sciences, charged the
Federal Government to be maore

populist in s sctions a5 they

Faculty of Basic Medical Sciences,
College of Health Sciences,
delivered the 109" Inaugoral
Lecture titled, =Thar ft May Be
Well With Us: Food as Medicine

anid Poison”, stressing the

P the citizenry,
prompt sttention and
responsiveness ta the basic needs
of the people’s would reduce
feelings of alienation and
aggression im the peaple that
usually result in the rombling of
the modern State,

Anaethesia is a rewarding and

challenging specialty which
combines manwal dexterity with

intellectual stimulation and is one

af the few specialties where
decisions made in critical sitwationy
can mean the difference between

life and death.
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Inaugurating
new ideas

Follw

recam

ing @ smaratarium on the
widinsions adwned of tackiin

o

e
wrodleniy in the

OTIKOR SAMUEL hightiyht three of such recent lectures.

wrried by the not-so-
acceptable quality of
some Insugural

Lectures, the University
Management placed a moratorium
on the series, pending when
modalities would be worked out
ensure improved performunce. In
response, Senate af the University
came up with new puidelines o
ralse the quality of the exercise,

The first in the revived series of

r scholaes huve delivered their Inangural Lectures and mude
st couple of months. HUMPHREY OGU wnd

out of challenges and in  specinlization that is eritical ta
engineering, yon Invent your way  successful surgical outcomes.

out ol The adb it " i L] ing and
of sclence leading to discoverics and — challenging spee

imve m is because of the search
by some deep thinkers, ® nal
development is led by leaders who
are capnble of thinking through
difficult problems,” he observed,
expluining that “the crucinl term of
the reute and root of what 1 have
called The Philosuphy of Sanding is
engineering education,™ he said,

Inaugural Leciures
here was the 106 edition delivered
by the Provest, College of
Engincering, Professar Dalu
Appah, whi called for improved
engineering education in Nigeria,
Appah, whisse lecture was tited,
The Philosophy of Sanding:
Subsurface Production Engineer's
Perpecti dl:

“Philosophy is all about thinking.
In philosoplyy you think your way

Delivering the 107" Inaugural
Lecture tithed, The Amoesthetise:
Warking Behind the Scene, Ever-
Present, Ever-Watchful, Professor
Christie Mato of the Department of
Anaesthesiology, of
Chlinical Seiences in the College of
Health Scienees, stressed the necd
to train more Physicians in
Anaesthesiology to cater for the
needs of experts in the rare medical

combines manual de 3
intellectusl stimulation and is one
of the few specialties where
decisions made in eritical situntions
can mean the difference between
life and death,” the Professor of
Anaestheslology  sald, calling on
rebevant stakeholders to put in
place institutional development
meisires o bridge compelence
gaps in training and skills,

On his

part, Professor of

Nearopsychintry, Princewill
Stanley, warned against the mennce
of alcohal misuse and other forms
ol drug abuse—especially by voung

peaple, calling for concerted efforts

36 UNIQUE UniPort October - December, 2014 ArTsH
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Law

Rebranding
wig and
gown

The emergemt Law Faeulty in the
University is peised to rebrand the legal
profession in  Nigerin by producing
unigue Lawpers, who will compere
foveurably with their counterparts
anywhere in the world, Tn this interview
with pioncer Dean of the Facalty,
Professor Kaniye Ebeku,
Carrespondent, ETHEL TIMI-
JOHNSON kighlights the wnigue
Sfewtures of the wew Facalty,

comtinwed begal edmeation as a quality
centrul polcy, pro hange and
linkage programmes for studeats to

Enter new rice variety o | 2 e

I egal studies have been long im  distimguish the Law Faculty from others,  comsidering o M

coming to the University of Part thromgh provision of guality legal  Understanding (Molj with the

Harcomrt @3 proviows efforis  draining o stedents that would stand  Uniersity of Dundec in the United

almed at hfi-glng the Ballowed  thes ou i logsl practie and in the
LS

Nigeria's guest for food security received a major boost as a new rice variety known as UPIA

Tt 2 . " s s , o hi of students 1]
was released by the University of Port Harcourt, The new vaviety was developed in ihineg o bl

collaf fon with the Internativnal Rice Research Institute {(IRRA) and the AGRA with Dr ""“'b:"J"'i{"""'“' '"ﬁ"l"‘l‘l'b""‘“"t""‘ “We. propusc '°| Mgt s o itate of Petrokons Studler (IP5
Andrew Efisue of the Department of Crop and Soil Science, Faculty of Agriculture as bl ot i) Port), the Deun has disclosed that e

the Cemneil of

LE), have givea “"l‘l\-ﬂ these options are considered as g‘l "

pruvistennl mot fur the Law Fuculty to Elective Courses in uther wniversities,  attracelve

;alilsrﬁmi:l:‘ I"'I‘::"""& ![!'ﬂ""““" .:‘“" :‘:;mtﬂt‘-pﬂl)l‘ ﬂ;‘“ﬁ‘;::‘)’-h o :pe-lllllwi DA ool they Wi b majer Law compes ani 4 divers stakshebden. <The new Facult

[} i | e mew armers o HiY . I3 ] eing) far in wi academic excellence as

rice wvariety were that “the UPLA variety is of high  over the development said that ;:a:nr::p:‘:.:.a..:f,;.:
released December last year, has  cooking quality of medium to  the next stage is its dissemination e i 3 e

i

trrmined 1o carve sul o niche far the

Programme Coordinator and Team Leader. Associate Editor, OBINNANWODIM reports

he
University of Part Hareourt Law  wehopeo
Faculty,” the Dean dischosedd, siressing  produsce
that qualify confrol messures woubd be  countEy.

& are paksed 1 train students,

2 38% vield advaniage over the  high amylase content that meet  to the consuming public. “We e programmes in the cmengent rizmronshy enforeed, wha are well-groanded in begal practice
ty. According to him, the consumption preferences of  are doing this in o aration f._xrull_" Oyl S ¥ it & it L :I’:‘k b A .vﬂ- i o llmm
- - " ew Dean ‘semlty, Professor  on the rioeity attached to the Usiversity wir conmterparis fram oiber Law
L fs- distinetive,  Nigerian: with-the Federal Ministry. of Kaniye Ebekn, who disclosed that the 1 a Centre of Eveelience In Ol Gas ind  Sehoobson gradestion.”
uniform and stable across all The Plant Breeder and  Agriculiure, Nigerian seed ' S e i In uecerdumce wit

tested environments, with long  Geneticist said that it alse companies and the farmers. The extablishment
grains nl‘GruM,\,hI@h yielding  posseses good agronomic traits  Iniernational Network for Rice

and i such as lodging, early  Genetics in Africa, Riee Centre,

5 industries 2
abiotic stresses Illhr iron toxicity and medium maturity period  Cotonou, Benin Republic is alsa mlmm irations, beth Incal and  years om the p
and drought. and acceptable height. pointing  putting it in the Africa Rice ta s hievy fhe bolty dreamy  procecding in the

af the ploncers of the emespent Law  mandatory one-yr
Faculty. traising. while Dirvet
On stalf devebopmend, the Desn sald that  will spend a mininsums
atafl would be cncsuraged to purwe  the programme.

He sald that “the release of this  out that it teek six vears of Breeding Task Foree for
rice variety will accelerate rice  intensive research work to evaluation in all ether African
production and income develop, register and release the  countries,” he stated.

IQUE UniPort October - December, 2014 REsEARCHI Law UNIQUE UniPort October - December, 2014 35




Physically-challenged Photographer, Gnrinye Amiadi a CCICD Congress

Cont'd fram pii
compassionate and  specialized
services to help these children
grow and develop their full
potentials, We intend to put up 2
custimized building, where these
children ean learn.” expressing
optimism that the Centre would
begin & post- graduate
programme i Commuication
Therapy and Divabilify Studies.
“We are not saying we can handle
every disorder, but

Centre held its 58° Congress with
the theme: “Unblocking Paotentials

UNIQ:UE Wik .H I

of Muoternal and Child Health,
Professar Alice Nie, stated that
children's development involves
progressive acquisition of
physical cognitive, linguistic and
socinl skills and other attributes,
listing lack of awareness, poar
data, negative attitudes and lack
of access to care and diagnostic
faci . @5 [nctors militoting

agninst unblocking af the full
potentials of children with neuro-

for Towwd Childlood Develop

She

A Guaranteed Futnre.” They
stressed the need to evalve policies
and programmes that would
enable children with
communication disarders to
actuwalize their hopes and
asplrations just like normal
children.

Speaking during the event,
past Direetor, Institute

we knaw we can handle, at least,
S0 per cent of the cases we
encounter within our limited
resources. We need people to
spansar this project; we are here
ta give the c
want to leave L
Harcourt and the Centre standing
tall amongst its peers in and
outside the country,” Professor
Ifode promised,
She expressed gratitude to the
immediate past Dean, Faculty of
Humanities, Professor Ozo-
mekuri Ndimele, Profe
Princewill Stanl
past Dean, Facalty nf Ednadnln
Professor Ebl Bio Awotua-Efebo
and Professor Felicia Eke of the
Dcylrlmeul of Paediatrics,
Professor Onvewuehi Akaranta,
Drs. Desmond Mhete and  Ken
Anugweje, for their support to the
Centre.
I a related development, experts
and stakeholders gathered in the
University on 13" May, 2014 s the

34 UNIQUE UniPart October

EreNg o™
A drama

scene af the event

December, 2014

eonvention on th
living with disalil
of the needs of physically and
mentally-challenged children inta
the general service system,
community-hased programmes,
monitoring and evaluation and
research, among others, s a ways
of addressing the problem.

Prafessor Julian Osuji aof the Department
of Plant Science and Biotechnology is not

Justan e

¢ e i also a ¢

researcher, whose effort has resulted in
many findings. His curvent research focus
could he likened to attempting to kill two
birds with one stone, HUMPHREY 0GU

writes

s an academic with deep
passion for research,
Professor Julian Osuji

is alway: d in one

[nrussm; an the use af

Engineering
photosynthesis

pathway,” he pointed out,

ne I Toud crups.
In help comhbat Tood

gl
research or the ather with aview
to tackling challenges Ffacing
humanity. especially in Nigeria,
his home country. He is
currently engaged in o dual-
purpose research aimed at
finding solutions to two major
challenges: boosting food
production en one hand, and
stemming the tide of global
warming on the other hand.
And he is pursaing both goals
with equal zeal.

In an interview with Cmigue
UniPort on his return from
Sabbatical Leave with the Shell
Petroleum Development
Company (SPDC), Osuji
disclosed that he is currently
working on molecular
engineering of photosynth
This research, he explained, is

outreacH [l RESEARCH|

in Nigerin by
enhancing the productivity of
selected crops.

“U'm interesied in tuber crops
such as yam, cassava and coco-
yam. These are high energy
erops that stare energy as food.
The project being
targeted at mo
method and pa
photosynthesis from a C3 to 4

LUNIQUE UniPort Qﬂabef

explaining that €4 plants
consume more carbon disxide
than C3 plants.

“If there is success in converting
the plants from C3 1o C4, the
resultant plant will extract
more carban ide from the
atmosphere, thereby producing
maore food. This obviously
addresses the themes of the
Millennium Development Goals
IMIMGs) in terms of boosting
Tond production, and achievi
reduction in global warming,
Osuji dischosed, adding that the
effort conld alse be applied to
hio-energy research.

It would be recalled that Osuji
has carried out extensive
research on pineapple and other
staple crops almed at boasting
food supply in the country.

Deu.embnr 2014



s tempting to think that the
Nigerlan Centenary award
winmer und internationally-

renowned scholar, whe hore the
name, Claude Eleme Ake, would
come with 2 huge physical frame
and walk with giant steps. On the
o that awesome intellect
was housed in the 's madest

frame.  Fe wore those
round-rimmed glasses that told you
right wway that here was o serivus-
minded academie.  Although he
was wdmired by many, the late
Professor Clande Ake was not the
hugged crowds. Sume
say he stood aloof from
3 1y he so siridently
defended. To be sure, he was at
homte with his own company and in
the company of buaks, This is why
he appeared to be an cnlgma o
many people. He was not the type
o talk much, or to many people,
about himsell: he did not relish that
kind of small falk that some people
find useful in telling their war
stories. But why bother? His wark
spoke valiumes for, and about him.,

Ake's intellectunl work und energy
appearcd focused In two
wnulyticully distinet bt practical

Interwoven concerns. The first was
about the nature of social science as
anares of enguiry and as a toal for
action in the real world.  The
second was ahaut the marked
underdevelopm of Africa in
particalar and the third workd in
peneral, He was e nn‘rnud that |Iu

sclentific status In the sense llul |Ir
natural sciences had because its
major cancepts appearcd
characterized b & of adequate
rigour and low-level abstraction.
He was strongly of the view that
Politics, Economics, snd Socinlogy

Claude Ake

Social Science
to society’s
rescue

were concerned with one body of
knowledpe — society - and each
provided only a perspective on this
Ty of knowledge. Besides, each
Tollowed the scientific methodology
wis satisfied with
ing only some
description, no matier how
clabarate, of phenomena, The troe
sockal \l‘|ﬁl[|'|l e believed, muln-
with that

sutput by way of monographs,
journ cles, conference pupers
and boaks.

Ake's concern with the problems of
economic and political
anderdevelopment w ense and
wrgent. He saw in
underdevelopment a conducive
atmasphere for corroption,
political instability, dictatorship

the imterconmectedness of lhu:u

h f democracy,
all ui which compounded and

did not, each, i a separaie
science,  These areas of enquiry
constitute a schence because they

gly separate disciplines. His

attempts to grapple with these
issues yielded 3 hupe academic

Ake's intellectual work and energy appeared focused in two
analytically distinct but practically interwoven concerns.
The first was about the nature of social science as an area of
enguiry and as a tool for action in the real world. The second
was about the marked underdevelopment of Africa in
particular and the third world in general.

the misery of majority
of the African people,  The late
Prifessor strongly argued for o
sucial scienee that decolonized itsell
from the ideclogically-inspired
eoncepts, mode
01 tathons of reality: a social
science that was ebjective and
eritical, ome which
uncompromisingly addressed the
conditions of poverty and misery

Cone'd on pp. 9&10

MiLESTONERY [ OUTREACH

o \N

Cant'd from pi2
there is not much that we can do
than to teckle commu
disorders Trom Helhood,

reading, writing,
cerebral palsy,
Down's Syndrome,
brain injury. stating
that children are
grouped into mormal
developing and mot

developing.

The Director
regretted that
“ehildren with

communication

limited, expensive and beyond the
reach of the wverage Nigerian
fumily, which does not have the
necessary expertise that can
pravide for such special children.
It is mecessary that parents,
teachers and caregivers are
constantly sensitized on the
specifle stages of physical,
cognitive, behavioural, emotional
and socinl development of the
child to check dey
delays and the possi

would have
T il the
had  sturted
ach child has
a peculiar need that
should attract
appropriate intervention
measures, None of us prays te give

polnted out,

She described developmental
disorders, as disorders that secur
al some stage in a ehild's
development which often retards
normal growth pattern in
communication, learning,

birth io Cllllﬂrrn with
disord, but
they exist in omr nuclear and

extended families or in owr
neighbourhosd and society hos o
duty to care for them,” she
stressedd.

“Centres caring for children with
communication disorders are

Hng smch disabl
well as seck help for the
communication-challenged
children to  enable the
productive and indepens
Professor Ifode told our
Correspandent

Spenking on the programmes of
the Centre, the Director said: “We
have organised four conferences
s0 far and we have been sending
experts to the homes of these
childr to ascertain their
wellbeing. The Centre alse
cngages in research, trains people
that would be devoted to

Cont'd ot pid




A little kindness

to little angels

[n a bid to improve the quality of life for children with special communication needs, the

rofessor Shirley [Tode,
believes that a suecessful
childhood lusts forever and

it s the belief of the Centre far
Child Lamguage and
Communication Disorders that
every child with special needs such
as developmental delayvs,
disorders or disal ' hould
participate in a comprehensive
Tully-integrated programme in a
supportive setting that is devoid of
pity and putronage,

Director, Professor fode said the
Ceatre is an educational treatment
arganization devoted to providi

them grow, develop and evolve to
their full patentiabs, giving them a
happy childbood, o life of quality

ith dignity and integrity.
The multidisciplinary and
interdisciplinary nature of the
Centre is bused on a philosophy
that is hased on the fact that
children with devel
disorders uswally have an
overlapping set of difficulties.
Maost children identified with sne
developmental disorder or
another will be accorded full
attention o unleash their Tull

specialized compassionate
services to children with
develapmental disorders ta enable

“It is mecessary that parents,
constantly sensitized on the

The Director stated that the
Centre foresees a reduction in
disability and the emerpence of 1

teachers and caregivers are
specific stages of physical,

eognitive, behavioural, emotional and social development
af the child to check developmental delays and the
possibility of preventing such disabilities, as well as seek
help for the communication-challenged children 1o

enable them live a productive and independen: life,

32

Centre for Child Language and Communication Disorders (CCDCD), gives hope to
affected children. Former Director, Professor Shirley
doing to achieve its stated objectives. She spoke to MERCYADENLII,

Ifode, spoke on what the Centre is

disability-friendly society, where
all persens with developmental
disorders would be assisted to lead
Tully inclusive lives, starting with a
py childhood that lasts forever.
Using relevant experts, the Centre
is working in partnership with
ather service providers, relevant
professionals, and
philanthropists, Non-
Governmental orga ions
within and sutside the nation o
achieve excellence, dignity and
sell-empowerment for these
valnerable clilzens who are
wsually left behind.
Professor Iode, wha is alse a
Lecturer in the Department of
Jinguistics and Communication
Studies, noted that
Communication covers the child,
who is also part of the concern of
i very language is
I people and
the language is not used, it
dies, There are also people whe arce
not able to wse the language
naturally, but we reasoned that
Cant'd an pp33&H
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that characterized the African

continent. By extension, the
development paradigm st
emerge would invariably be the
socialist and democratic type that

embraced the African peasant and
worker, It wonld be @ paradigm
that facilitates, through its political
and policy models and
prescriptions, the empawerment of
the majarity of the people, enablin,
them o take their desting in o
wwn hands through  democratic
processes,

Nor was Ake making these
arguments only in conferenc
policy pupers. As an academic of
the Marxist orientation, he
understood the need to be engaged
with the people whose experiences
he attempted to give volce.
Initially, he did so only tentatively
but gradually be immersed himsell
in it. He was as much at home in
the rarefied atmosphere of the
Warld Bank, Brookings
Institution, the corriders of Yale,
Columbla, Carleton and other
wniversitics, #s he was in the rural
communities of Rivers State, where
he often intervened agaimst state
and corparate authorities on behall
of the peasants. He was no arm-
chair eritic and detached theorist.
As Dean of Faculty of Soci
Selences, Ake's vision of S
Science at the University of Port
Harcourt was that it should be
relevant, objective, independent,
radical and progressive in
orientation. Around this effort
there evolved what came o be
known as the Port Harconrt School
of Thought, The Marxist
orientation of the Faculty then was
chear, but there was ample room for
non-Marxist scholars. He very
much belleved that students should
learn from both sides of the
itbeatogical divide so that they could
remain ohject making their
own choices. The only thing the
Dean Insksted on was thoroughness
and depth in research and
teaching. It wouald be right to say
that he did not suffer fools gladly.
Stadents in the Faculty were
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As Dean of Faculty of Social Sciences, Ake's vision of
Social Science at the University of Port Harcourt was that
it should be relevant, objective, independent, radical and
progressive in orientation. Around this effort there
evolved what came to be known as the Port Harcourt

School of Thought.

encouraged to hold and defend
their opiniorns.

The Ake name atiracted
outstaniding scheolars from nrnm
the West African sul

class research Institution that
attracted Research Fellows; a
think-tank dedicated to applying
thenry to salve the problems of

bevand, Ta help Imild tluk
imtellectual critical mass that
erystallized Inte the Porr Harcourt
School of Thowght were intellectual
glants such ax Professors Ikenna
Naimiro and Kodjo as well as the
(then) younger minds like Eboe
Hutehful, Mark Anikpo, Kimse
Okokn,  Jolius Thonvhere ami
Terisa Turmer. Professors
Okwuadiba Nnoli from the
University of Nigeria, Nsukka and
Adele Jinadu from the University
of Lagos, were regular examiners
and participants in the frequent
Faculty Seminars that were
organized under Ake's direction.
There were other brilliant minds in
the I at the time, wha were
quite content to pursue and defend
their non-Marxist orientation —
people like Willie Okowa,
Dlatunde Ofo, Walter Ollor, Ade
Saluu, Sam Thodje and Joe Ellah
To the younger academics at the
time, Ake aften appeared to be a
severe eritic. But he was just as
demanding of himsell as he was of
hix collengues, The fact is that he
simply abhorred Intellectual
aziness or woolly thinking.

while he still tmaght at the
University of Port Harcourt, Ake
hadl begun nursing the dream of un
academic setting that wauld afford
him the fexibility to combine his
thenretical and political/practical
pursuit,  This dream eventually
Found expression in the founding ol
the Centre for Advanced Sockal
Science (CASS) in 1991, In his
vishon of it, CASS was to be a first-

Here, the gap
hetween research and engagement,
between neademics and  policy
makers, would be closed and the
synergy from both camps would
Tacilitate improvement of the living
condition of the dominated
'he impressive research
output from CASS
direction show clearly
B was on course to schieving
s vision,
Ake des) ed that Africa could
not make any meaningful progress
becuuse its leaders and scademics
were wedded to the diagnosis of,
and prognosis for the continent's
condition as given the point of
af imperiall they were slavishly
fallawing the capitalist paradigm
faksted on cloping countries by
the World Bank and the
International Maonetary Fund
(IMPF). This, im his view, would only
fend to more desperale cconomic
and political conditions, with the
resultant descent into bharbarism,
That worldview and the concepts it
vielded had little relevance to the
African condition. The only way
wut was the urgent search for an
altern. paradigm that derived
fram the experience of the African
people. Few among the
intellectunls and fewer
amaong the political lead
Ake's concerns or heeded  his
warning. Watching what is now
going on in Nigeria and several
other African countries, it would
appear that Ake's thinking was
prophetic.

them: they are not fetish objects a5
wur people believed in the past.™
shie disclosed, adiding that today,
“art is life and you can keep prople
busy through the arts. We can
bring In peace and create good
morals throogh the arts, The arts
are s much in the society and the
soclety camnot do without the arts.”
Speaking on her dreams for
children, Dr Nwanze said: “1 want
to organise children's carnivals
that weald reveal colours that are
fundamental to life. arganise
in the

various schools

Nwanze: University Curator

neighbourhood of the University,
put them inte groups and teach
them how to design  costumes,
manage Moats that would reveal foy
and happiness, including themes
that may have either cultural ar

showease the work of arfists in pic
and paintings. People are now beginning
tor knowe that such objects cannot harm

“We now mount regular exhibitions to

res

them; they are not fetish objects as our
peaple believed in the past™

religions connotations. We also
want to organise carnivals,
workshops for children, bring
them together and teach them good
morals. rather than let them stay at
home and watch films or roam the

streets.

“1 am interested in establishing o
museum fo be known as the Boar
Musenm that would represent
Rivers State. | strongly believe that
there B need for us te have o
museum, a place where peaple can
work into and see works of art and
appreciate them. We have the Amy
Fillaye und my interest is to train
people, because we need to help
snciety grow,” she revealed.

Dr. Nwanze added that she had
shifted her facus to Ol and Gas
. 1 do exhibitions for the ofl
and gas people these days. 1
designed the new Unbversity of
Port Harcourt wrapper. 1 also
helieve in encouraging students to
develap themselves financially, sa |
glve them part of the money from
the proceeds for them to know that
they are worth somet| in soclety
and can alvo earn a fiving.”

1 am interested in extablishing o museam to be known as the
Boat Musewm that would represent Rivers State. I strongly

believe that theve Is need for us to have @ musewm, where people
can work into and see works of avt wnd appreciate them. We have
the Arty Villuge and my interest is to train people, because we

need to help society grow™
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r Bridget Nwanze studied
rt at different institutions.
he has held several
positions in the University and was
adjudged the best teacher al the
Federal Government College, Port
Harcourt, where she taught Fine
Art for 10 vears, Her works have
earned her recognition and popular
aceluim,

Vismal decumentation is exactly
what she is into as an artist. The
propagation of visual arts @s
through documentation, through
which the artist tells the world a

img the kind of rese
is into. Dr Nwanze said th. 1
artist, she had tried to bridge the
gap between varkous traditbonal art
farms that were in existence hefore
maost us were by The
colonialists invaded Africa and
carted away these priceless art
works. Since then, it has become
difficult to tell what happened in
the traditional era of African art
before embracing the
comtemporary era,

Dy Mwanze explained that instead
af letting the art of the people die,
she decided (o embark on o
research of the traditional art of the
Anivcha pesple of Delta State os o
means of learning more about their
culture and worldview, before,

Spder s wehh

Vlsual
documentation

Art is mot just for aesthetic purposes

sitix

ery functional

amed can be used to disseminate information. Dr Bridged
Nwanze, a Senior Lecturer and currently the University's
Curator, throws more light on her kind of art. Our
Correspondent, MERCY ADENILJI, focuses on her in

this interview:
during and after colonial
encounter.

“I am trying tn bridge the gap
between the various arts in Delia
State and 1 am currently working
on Ui (i Ifefiokn Terracota-—-a
yam god that is almost geing into
extinetion. 1 first discovered It
when 1 travelled to Edinburgh: 1
saw it in one of the museums, so |

got Interested in it, though there
wis o label of uny conntry or
artistes where it was taken from, it
took me one year to trace from
where the picce of art was taken,”
shesaid.

Dr Nwanze disclosed that when she
got there, she decided o take a
photograph of the ohject she saw at
. recalling that she later
|Iv: object was
llage in Delta
1 could not see
l||(‘ ahject there, because the only
ome that was lefl was usually buried
for safety and exhumed every vear
Tor their festival. So far, | have been
able to send some of the
documentation of this art work o
the colominlists so as to have 8 trace
of where the piece of wark was
taken from,” the artist told our
Correspondent,

“We mow mount regular
exhibitions te showease the work of
artists in pictures and paintings.
People are now heginning to know
that such objects cannet hoarm

Cont'd on pil
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Ajienka

Four years as
helmsman

 Atubokiki Ajienka took office as Tth Vice-

Chancellor of the University af Port Harcourt on Monday, July
ddress dwelt

12, 2010; Ms Iulrguml!.d
achieve

on how fo
the University. WILLIAMS

WODI and OBINNA NWODIM look back at what has been

achieved so fir,

8 line with Professor Joseph
Aflenka’s vislon of 0 new up-
building on assumption of
office, new infrastructural fucilities
are springing up st several locutions
un Campus, When completed, these
projects and other human capacity-
develapment programmes are
expected 1o enhance the capacity of
the University to hetter serve (s
mumerous stakeholders.
The new projects being put in place
are expected o restructure the
skyline af the University of Port
reaurt om complet On
assumption of office, Professor
Ajbenka regaled his audience with
breathitaking architectural designs
of modern bulkdings that woubd
ereate the desired aesthetic appeal
conducive stmasphere far
learning und recreation,
Professor Ajienka had a vision of
accelerated infrastructural
development o sddress the critical
needs of the Unbversity and has
remabned commitied 1o achieving
the vislon, Four years into his
administration, the University is
undonbtedly s huge construction
site with projects at varions stapes of
Sa far, mo less than 21

the University. 1t is obvious that by
the thoe these eritical projects are
completed and put o use, the
University af Port Hareourt wouki
witness massive infrastructural

arts [ W COVER

Tacelif,

For Instance, the Central Office
comples would provide offices far
academic stull, therehy addressing
the erying need for office
accommuodation for stafl. The
Faculty of Law building woubd
provide the meeded working and
learning environment for the newly

Instruments Laboratory is designed
ta sccommodate laboratary
equipment procured far researches
at a central paint that would bhe
ensily nccessible te relevant
Departments, This deft move would
enhance effective conrdination and
elficient use of the equipmen
The Faculty of Basic Medical
Sedences would glve a blg boost 1o
activities In the Facalty as the need
for a befitting bullding has become o
mecessity. Indeed, the Phase [l of the
Fuculty of Agriculture building
which s nearing completion is also
expected to boast rescarch in the
Facully. As o matter of fact, the

actlvithes, desplte its short span of
exlstence. There bs no doubt that the
elassroam block mader comstruction
would serve the need for effective
lenrming by students.

The mew Facalty of Social Sciences
complex would also provide
accommodation far the rapidly
expaniding Faculty, while the
massive Aninsal and Envirommental
Biotogy Department building would
provide befifting  accommadation
Department. There is wlso the
v of Humanities building

[ in the
University, while the Central

to be named after

Cani'd an pprd 2413

L ho,f Afienka in @ warm handshake wl’da
Tce-President, Namadi Sambo '
-

December, 2014
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.« There is also the College
of Graduate Stadies bailding and
the Power Systems Englneering
complex—all ot the Permanent Site.
There ks the Seinye Lulu-Briggs
Children Park that

Ecanom

w

rom pll

renowaed novelist and playwright,
Dr. E

Department of Music baildin

Muodel Frimary School and the
elassronm blocks. The passion and
determination with which the
Professor Joseph Ajienka—led
administration is pursuing the

Patlence Jonathan Centre for
Ciender Studies building ks abso at an
sdval tage of constructian,
well s the very impressive Central
Bank of Nigeria (CAN) Centre of
Excellence bhuilding for
International Business and

wauld prvide beisure for children

within the University community.

Tt is worthy of nete that most of these
jects are funded by the Tertiary

Education Trust Fund, apart from

The Faculty of Humanitics bullding,

Professor Ajienka had a vision of accelerated
infrastructural development to address the critical needs of
the University and has remained committed to achieving
the vision. Four years inte his administration, the
Umiversity is undoubtedly a huge construction site with
projects af various stages of completion.

af these prajects Is
higghly commendable. It has been 48

communities. a5 o result of the non-

payment of compensation to the
them for the kand acquired to set up
he Unbversity by the Federal
Javernment,

bs expected that in the next 12
months, these projects woald have
been completed and commissioned
for use. When this infrustructural
miracle happens, the
administration woukd have made o

L
«
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Okara: A worthy ploneer

w cannit sty at the hank of the
river, wateh the river flawing and
then keep saying: ‘| want to swim, |
want to swim', Just jump ints the
river, and then somebody who
knows how te swim would correct
your movements and guide yom on
how to propel yoursell f
Similarky, if you want to be a writer,
youu have 1o o ahesd b rend widely
Trefare you start writing. That is net
o say you ure beimg advised to
imitate. You se¢ how others write

“Before the Commeanwealth Pr
for the Nigerian Festival of Arvts and

highest priz

and then develop your own stybe, It
is very mportant that you develop
atherwise you will
e regarded 35 someone who snly
edd others, rather than o

im

o

i

e writer.

kars, who won the
Prize for Poetry in
his collection of
nems, Fisherman's Invocation,
shares his experienc

, | had earlier won the

Culture. [ alse wrote short stovies. | had one of m)

staries broadcast on NEC,
condd make money fromw

il then I did not know |

“1t wasn't an
@t have achieved that.

That, of course, urged me an 10 keep

and socicty and that made me feel
that I am doing semething gond far
tumanity. My joy does ool co

an’t remember
how much I gat; it was aheut 500
pomnds or so. The feeling that | was
recognised among thousands of
writers is an homeur thal money
cannot bay.”
“Before the Commonwealth Prize, |
had eartier won the highest prize for
the erian Festival of Arts and
Calture. | also wrote short staries. |
had ane of my storics broadeast an
NBC, up till then. | did not know |
could make money from writing,”
savs Okara, wha was jeint winner of
ame of the most prestiglous lierary
prizes in Al the n
Liguefied Natwral Gas (NLNG)
Prizc for Literature with his valame
of poems: The Dreamer, His Vision,
im 215,

“Ome of the main things that
encourage wrlters |s that their
wirks are being resd by people amd
as u writer when your renders see
you on the street and say this is the
author of so-so and so book. | read
your book. IT you write and no one
veads, it dumpens your urge to
wrkte, When you sing and nobody
listems, that sort of dampens your
urge. even if you have the real
he notes, decrying the
dwindling reading habli in the
couniry

Despite being in the nonagenarian
class, Okara has continsed to defy
ailments associated with obd-age:
writing and mentoring younger
omes, Hear him: “I'm trying to
fte, thongh not se fast as before.
The de o wrile i e, No e
stops singing or eating. You sing
because you want 1o sing and eat
becanse you are hungry. You w
becanse you want to write joyons
fiction and seme of the conflict you
encountered in v life. 1| have
written many works in my mind
Buth poetry wndd short stories.
His latest The Lion's
Dilewma, was published in the Us
in 2010,
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At 93, Dy. Gabriel Okara, the oldest African writer
still very active with his creative

alive
muse—writing  and mentering
reporis HRUMPHREY OGL:

r Gabriel Okara, who honed
his creative writing skills a1
Government College

Umuahia, began his voyage into the
world of published authors in the
19505, Six decades down the line,
Okara, whe B now & Writer-in-
in the University of Port
where he reecived the
Honorary Doctor af Letters, In 1982,
has continued to fraternise with ihe

[T
<1t all started ot Government College
Umuahis, where we were exposed to

Classies and the modern writers. It
was that expasure that made me try
iy hands at ereative writhng, | can't
remember the exact date, but mosi of
my warks were published in the 50s.
Them, there was this lierary
magazine known as the Black
Orphens,” the legend reealls.

The literary icon affirms that
hetween the 1950 and the present o
ot of notable writers with gemuine
talent and inspirations to write have
emerged on the Nigerian literary
Inndscape, abserving that “what |

k

younger writers,

Okara

Masterof the

muse at 93

manmscripts are not worthy of even
being called poctry ar genuine fiction
thut | wan't write a fareward for their
boak, having gone throgh their
warks and found out that they are not
wood cnough. That may sound like o
very harsh judgement, but T Felt |
must speak the truth o them aboat
Bow I pereeive their warks, If they
like, they can take them to other
writers to hear their own
judgement ar perception af what they
Bave written.” e explaing.

Okiira observes that most of such

ing, where the s
provide the money o have their
warks published. =17 the truth is not

e
genuine writing is the desire by some
af these new peneration of writers for
publication of their works s that
they will he known as suthors, I say
1his becuuse many of them have come
to me—they still come to me to read
through their manuscripts. write
forewords and recommend
publishers. Rut 1 usk them: How do

ers are business people.
They won't touch or publish amy
work that would not bring them some
money. | usmally tell those whose

“If you ar,
urge to write, nothing c
Continue writing, if

and succe
chosen by the muses, you cannot fail,

a genuine writer

fold, these writers would sometinies
see themselves as prolific writers,
The standards, the guality of
literature will go down the drain, 1
would rather have a few good books
of fiction or poctry than te have
thousands of books that are
worthless,” the multiple award-
winnkng poet points out, adding that
producers of such works ga about
rejoicing under the cuphora of being
kmiwm as anthers untll they fnd out
hat thelr books don'tsell.

The nonagenarian observes that
such persons cannet produce
something that could be termed
warks of fethon or poctry since thelr

nd you have the
n stop you from writing.
u are naturally talented

s will crown your effort, If you are

main gim of writing was to make
nd be known us authors,
than being driven by the nrge
nting that “unless your
warks ure good and the publishers
sell in thousunds and you receive
rayalties which might put you in the
category of wri gy produced
bestsellers, you cannel become

¢ writing alone: mind you,
unhrn af such guality are naf

E pl ning that high quality literary
works can only ori
rury putrinrch, whose
utions toe African and world
ure cul scross poetry, prose
and children literature, urges
budding writers to read, read and
read good works, al s what, we
the older ones did. We read the
classics: we had no African to look up
to as rele models. We had to read
European literature: some of then
were In translations from French,
Partuguese and I AmEOngst
athers. Inthe process of reading, ane
rieks up ane or two ideas abaut what
makes good lterature and how 1o
read,” hesays.

“IF you are a genulne writer and you
have the urge fo write, nothing can
stp you from writing, Continue
writing, if you are maturally talented
suecess will erowm your effort ., 1fyou
are chosen by the muses, you cannat
fail. Yow Just write and then
experbenced writers could Inak =1
what yom have written and advise you
accordingly,” the Poet Laurcate
points out,
Drawing

alogy from the river,

curring symbal in his

writing, the celebrated anthor notes:
Conr'd an p29

Vol and First Lady, Dame Patlence Jonathan

Te achieve these lofty goals,
concept of an Entre;
graduates of UniPort capitali

nive

heen plic

tfienka fhas crusaded for the
remenriul University that wonld enable
knowledge. Research
wity no longer place low p
pursuit of publish or perish concept. Staff welfa
i this dispen:

ery in the

findingy in
services fave
atiorn, as Linions

wiinr on el

are emabled to run their own affaies in o democratic atmasphere.

huge impact in the physical and
ctual development of the

The Viee-Chancellor alw direcied
immediate review of the St

Plan document to bring
with emergent realities that were
it fareseen at the time of drawing it

¥ Ajbenka has
ed faveur from fortune and
generous human agencies in
actmalizing his vision and mission
statements. His Administration
wnarguably represents the third
wavea utivnal development of
the University, He has sa far
operated on three levels: ideas,
presence and close captioned

supervishon of subordinates, who
have been cmpamere
within extant stututoery rules in their
areas of responsibility.

The Vice-Chancellor hus redefined
and deepened the seudemic culture
af the University anchored on the
application of research in a
Technalogy Park ta benefit
rescarchers and Industry players,
T nchieve these lofty poals, Ajienka
has erusaded for the concept of an
Entrepremenrial University that
woukd enable graduates of UniPo
apitalize knowledge. Rescarchers
e Umiversity no longer place low
premium on their findings in
pursuitof pablish or perish concept,
tall welfare sorvices have been

ced on the fromt burner in this
pemsation, as Unions are enabled
to run thelr own affalrs in s
democratie atmosphere, By s
doing, they teo have tested the
ingrained assumption that
leadirship is an easy prepasition for
all comers,

Ajienka’s administrative reputation
s soared in fhe Bt four vears as o
solemn metaphor of his quality and
wnassuming beadership style that
embraces all stakiehalders, |

s
of hamour have heen heaped an him
by discerning arganizations in
ucknewledgement of his numerous
uchicvements, He is currently the

Chancellors of Nigeria®s Federal
Universithes (CYVC) and Chairman
of the Association of Viee-
Chancellors of Nige
8

We envisage & future that is full of
far institutio
a fatare that has its
ements of the
that will deliver
the visiom and mandate of the

v
University as envisaged by our
vidionary founding fathers, whe
started ihis Laudable project in

place the University in  very sirong
position 1o engage in it triphe
mandate of teaching. research and
eommunity service, 1t s an exeiting
voyage and together, we will
actualize the present lud build the
future of the Univ ¥ of Part
Harcourt in our own unique way
that futwre gemerations would be
proad o assec {
e first im Nige
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Pioneer
Nigerian-trained
nuclear engineers

At last, Nigeria has joined the ranks of countries with locally-trained atomic energy
experts with the graduation of 10 Nuclear Engincers from the University of Port
Harcourt. Associate Editor, OBINNA NWODIM examines the feat

The Director stated that the
TOSrEmmE W was designed 1o
lasi for 15 months had the students
spend u month on registration in
the University, after which they
proceeded to the Research Centre
provided by NAEC in Sheda, Abuja
for six months. They thereafter,
returned to engape in courses
related to the programme and their
projects, He suiel that the resource
persons sourced from all over the
warld were drawn from the three
collaborating universities, NAEC
and the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEAL

Professor Kuye stated that this
development was imperative in the
transfarmation agenda of
Preshdent Goodluck Jonathan's
administration, noting that the
attempt by the Federal
Government b diversify the energy
sector of which Nuclear Energy is
parameunt, will be given a major
Buost by the pradustion of the

Same of the gioneer Nuclear Enginoers with Professor Okujagu jarrawed)

ng mews of the rare
feat to Unwigue UniPors,
Director of the Centre for

Obafemi Awolowo University, e,
and the Ahmadu Bello University,
Faria with sponsorship from the

Nuclear Energy Studics, Professor Natiomnal Atomic Emergy  studs 2 “This would go 5 long way
Ayoade Kuoye, said that ft was  Commisslon (NAEC). to improve the country’s emergy
to the approval granted by According to him, the collaborating  peeds as the ing of the required

Semate of the University of Port
Harcourt for the resuli of the
programme, at lts 395" Meeting
hebd on the 29 Janwary, 2014,
stressing that results of the
remaining seven students would be
approved at the next meeting. He
said that the programme was
carried out In collaboration with
the Univer: of Maiduguri.

14 UNIQUE UniPort October

umiversities developed a joint
curriculum for Nuclear Seience
and Engineering ot the Masters
Degree bevel after which they were
mandated 1o run the prog
by NAES

manpower in Nuclear Engineering
would add impetus te the drive,” he
stated.

The Director also disclose the
me  Centre wos already working out o
pointing out that as at  Doctoral programme fn Nuclear
today, only the University of Porl  Engineering at the Departmental
Harcourt hax been able to admit  level. “Naw that we have the
and graduate students in the Bachelor in Engineering
programme. Comt'd on pl5
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Achom

Did you not hear my lady

soprano
Virtuoso

heehl Achom began her

journey into the world of

singing ot age siv, when she
sang in the chikiren's chodr of the
Brotherhood of the Cross and Star
in Lagos until the age of ten, when
she joined the Winners' Chapel
Cholr in Port Harcourt, She later
enrulled for a degree programme in
the Department of Musicin 2001,
Music was, however, not her first
chiodee s she came ta the University
of Port Harcourt to seek

Acham

Go down the garden
Blackbird and thrush were silent
To hear that alley ringing...

inging?

The above evergreen waords of German
Compaoser, Frederick Handel, aptly capture the
enchanting veice of Thecki Achom, a Thivd Year
Student in the Department of Music,

HUMPHREY O0GLU writes

admission in the Department of
Management, “T love music, but |
didn't know it coubd be studicd as a
course in the University, | was
ulready on Camgrus when 1 learnt
about music s o discipline. 1 got to
know that Omyee Nwankpa, who
happens o be my uncle, is a
professor of music,” she cxplains
with gusta,
Achom, whase Hfelong ambition is
1o becotme u professar of
“now that | know sbout masic s 8
discipling, I think 1 kave made the
right career choice. 171 have to
start afresh, 1 will choose music
over and aver again. On
completion of my first degree, |
hope to enrol into the Master's
degree here; 1 believe by then
the Department shall have
commenced a posigraduate
programme. IF not, | wonld like
to pursae my Master's and
I 1d gl

soprano singer, who also plays the
Mute, has a dream fo reverse the
wply trend by making people
understand the true meaning of
she and what it should be.
COmpOsE contemipOraTy musi
and my vounger one are current
working om an album tifled:
“Knocking on your Door.” Penple
refer to kids in our family as sonmd
af music because everyone in my
family sings: from my parents (o my
grandparents, everyonme sings.”
says the music prodigy,
encouraging musle students to be
versatile, believe in themselves and
avaid seeing amy course s being too
difficult.

Head, Department of Music,
Professor Nwankpa says of the up-
and-caming musicologist: “Thechi
ks ame of the highly gifted students
we have in the Departme n-lm
o very wide vocal tessitur
quality of her \nI.N‘ Is mrlullmz

Given her eclectic interest in music,
Achom, whe has role models in
differemt genres of music, especially
classical and contemporary music
says: 1 would like to sing better
than my role models in classical
muskc namel; rah Brightman
and Cecilia Bartoli,” dischosing
that Juanita Bynum is her
role model in contemporary
music.
As u student who hopes b
make a mark in the musical
world, Achom laments that
“must music produced in
Nigeria today have lyrics
without message: they
i not promde moral
values, they rather
encourage negative
values." The talented

The shove pasitlon wax
corrshorated by the exceptional
Tenor singer and Lecturer in the
Department. Precious Omuku, who
describes Achom as “one of the best
Sopranos you can find in these
parts. The quality of ber voice is
rar
Imagine = talented singer being
trained by skilled teachers... That's

what lhechi Achom is—an
ingenions singer studying under
great musicologists. Hamdel

probably had Theehi in mind when
he compased *Silent Worship™, the
picce quoted ahave, because hirds
and thrushes Keep mute o hear
Ihechi Achom’s alluring veice!

UNIQUE UniPort October - December, 2014
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Maximizing petro-dollar economy

I Chiffoke Nwaovzuzi 5 a
abusdunt petralenm resources. Noa
Energy Econmmics anid Policy in the

wihe iy very about aprimal af Nigeria's
 wha is @ Semior Lecturer at the Emerald Energy Institute for Peteolenm,
wiversity af Part Harcours, spoke o our Coreespondent, HUMPHREY OGU:

Ethough, the Nigerian cconomy

ns, for seme decades now,

Been thriving on ofl snd gas;
experts, however, believe that the
couniry ks far from atisisiog optimal
capneity utilisution of the emergy
resourees, ghven s huge ofl and gas
reserves. The perennial problem of
petrobenm searcity In the country
ddespites ity abumdant endowment
should be o cawse Tor serlous coneern
for pulicy-mukers, experts and uther
halders alike.

School im Paris, France. In sddition to
this warld-class manpower
development institute, more
petroleum dechnology and  policy
development centres and instit
such as Centre for Gas, Reflalng and
Petrochemicals, (Mishare Technology
Institute and the Emerald Energy
Institute for Petrolewm & Emergy
Econombes and Policy have been
established with seasoned experts
drawn from Industry and

the crises through research and

respended by establishing the Institute
of Petrodeusn Stidics (1PS) i coneert

with the IFP

g
Dr Nwaozuzn

UNIQUE UniPort October - December, 2014

D, Nwaaruam is ane of such eaperts,
He obtained a docterate degree im
Dowestream Petrolewn Managemont
& Pelicy from Dundee University in
the Usited Kingdom through
Petruteum Technulogy Develapment
Fund (FTIE) Selolarship, With such

credentlals, muny years of expericnce

Govermment 1o Initiate o partmership
with one of the oil majors te
eounterhulance 8 manapaly situation

ummkmtnr.

Nwaozuzu, who suted that oll asd gis
abound |a the defunet Soviet Unbon
und parts.of China, explained that “the
production of ihese uncomventional
peiroleim resomrces is progressing ala
wery fust pace that s devoid of politics
s appears o be the case In Nigerka, As
the econnmics of scale Kicks in, there
wonld be o progressive decrease in the
wmit cost of production i those
eommtrics. 1t might, with time, beconae
eheaper than the conventional crude
wil that Nigeria currently exports.
“The United States of Ameriea, which
comsumed abuui 49 per cent of vur
crude stopped buying crmlr
from Nigeria. As

management and petroleam
voonomics, tere 8 mo doubt
Dr Nwaozmzm is eminen
quabified o wpeak ag an expert in
petralewm economics.

He regrots thar the governnsent-
owned refineries located in
L Part Harcourt and

445,000 arrels of oil per
day, currenily operate at 25 per
cent of their installed capacity,

S0000 barrels of crude ofl per

und the Russian Federation IIcm
thvere is the likelihood that Eurepe and
other Asinn countries may start ts
bmpart Shale all and gos from thse
comtries, thirs undermining Ni
legitimate cconomie smd stratepic
global imterest. 1T Dmdia, for instance, -

chouoses s impurt crade from nearby

China or Hussin, then we will have

difficulty in nccessing markets for vur

e, Nwanzuan palnted out, sdding

that this will affect the revenues X
aceruing not only to Nigeria, but sther

OPEC eommunitics,

“Crude is uscless antil it is refined: gas

I msebess umtl It bs piped,” he observed,

sirewsing the need for government 1o » '

ol the country.

Before you
ask likm why?
He declares
that the lease
wauld create
resm for
manopo

the Fedoral

wrpently the  building of
petrochensical refining plants ami
encoursge any industry that weuld
wtilise the country’s erwie ol aml gas,

s ame major way of squiring up to the i
chalienge ta be posed by @ looming
wlubaluil glut.

“It wasn't ruining befare Noah built
thhe Ark. The time to start is now, The

Cont'd from pld

both domestically and passible collaboration to sustain the

imternationally,” Nwaexuo moted.

L
PETROLEUM & GAS| RESEARCH

quality of the programme” he

stated,

however it

gladdening th

out of

the & projects, we have 3 published
in imternationally rtpulul |onmal;.

cou programme approved by Senate of  On the quality of the newly-

sector is to benclit much ,g y .
d Il!¢ m‘:"”‘é':z::“‘n“;“wm::“ the University, we are moving aduated Nuoclear Engincers, o1
n rl-_- e A o Mind & Wity 10 cainvert our forward to the Doctoral level, To do ofessor Kuye said that “the it means that the gquality of
STARTy ;‘: abundant erude oll 8 sccondary and this, | have already started talking  beanty of the programme is that the  praduates from the programme is
SRR Berin roducts that are sabeable to swme universities abroad en raject facilities were locally-based,  also high and meets International
will eulling on Y p .

stundurds,”
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Sponsor

with no new major discoverfes or
i in loratk s

recent Roundtable an

Q I < reepbdintt
Development and
Production organized by the 0.
B. Lulu-Briggs Professorial
Chair for Petrolenm Geosciences
in the University of Part

Harcourt, sought ways to meel
the socio-cconomic and

major concerns 1o the national
ecinomy,

In a Keynote Address titled,
“Sustaiming Investments and
Reserves in the face of growing
Challenges.” Executive Director,
Department of Petrolenm

facing
Nigeria. Participants
brainstormed on aspects of the il
and gas industry and reached the
conclusion that the sector needs a
lot of restructuring to dig fsell
out af the hole into which it is
currently stock.
For instance, participants
stressed the importance of
passing inta law, the Petrolenm
Indusiry  Bill (PIB), currently
under legislative scratiny ut the
Mational Assembly, noting that
the Nigeria Petroleum Industry is
facing threats which may foree its
tatal collapse, if the trend is not
urgently  redressed by policy
makers. The Roundiable also
identified the alarming fevel of
ernde oil theft and pipeline
vandalism, as well as the
depletion of ofl and gas reserves,

(DPR), Mr. George
Osahon, stressed the need to
urgently grow indigenous
capacity to boost ol reserves in
Nigeria, assuring stakeholders
that DPR wonld continue to
encourage the growth af

UNIQJJEUHll"l [

Roundtabie
on petroleum
geosciences

Srakeholders in the oif and gas industry address
challenges facing the sector ax it struggles fo
meet emerging challenges. Associate Editor,
OBINNANWODM, reports:

Prof. Odigi, Chair Occupant

regulation in Nigerin's oil and gas
reserves is & major constraint to
its development and is no longer
in the industry,”

Mr. Osahon, who was
represented by Head of Strutegy
and Value Management,
Engineer Alfred Ohiani, sta
that, “Char regulatory framewark
in the Petroleum Indusiry needs
ta be reviewed. The current

stressing the necd for a robust
regulatory framework for the oil
and gas industry in Nigeria, He
Identified insecurity in the Niger
Delta as a major challenge but,
hawever, commended the efforts
of the Federal Government in
o ing the problem through

If we don't discover the reserves, there will be

nothing to preduce in future™. He said that the

passage of the PIB is the only way to stimulate the

growth of the economy

Cont’d from p2d

with adherence to nelther
fous liturgy ner creed,
Welcome ta the intrepid world of 2
goad man without hlemish in the
hallowed corridors of the academy.
This high-profile Professar of
I-_llmmnlnq._\ recognises ithe

Tl of this d the lirdle

e of | profdégées, Professor (L C.
Umeazn “In tru Professor
Okiwelu has impacted

tremendously on the lives af many
people in the University of Port
Harcourt maore than any other
person im the history of this
institution.” What really drives
Okiwels to high achievement that is

ones in our midst o survive in a

everywhere? Tn his
own wards: “My goal is to Facilitate

Emeritus I"rwf('ulnl Okiwelu, life is
mot worth living without the desire
to cxtend its benefits to the
disadvantaged ones in our midst,
He abhors chaos and confusion in
the order of things. His sensitive
spirit can be imed away on

from the old to the new
status and environment.” As one of
his latest academic
granddaughters, Cameroonlan-
bora Dr Adline Nou recalls of
her mentor's advice, “There were
privileges and utions in

wecount of his nearness to nature
und respect for all men. As a
teacher, Okiwelu was passionate
about animal papulation ecology
and preservation of the species.

Having watched the competition
between Insects as they battle to
survive in a hostile environment,
Okiweln worked all through his
uctive career to ensure that humany
did mu destroy themsebves through

fife that
cach other..” Discipline took
Okiwely and kept him at the zenith
of his professlonal target.
Whether as Head of Department,
Dean of Faculty ar Ceremonial
Presi of Senate of the

development endeavours in the
Iniversity of Port Harcourt. He
was also 3 Consultant to the now
defunct Niger Deltu Environmental
vey. Okiwelu was a Member of
verning Council of the
I rsity between 1984 and 19940,
It is on record that he held the
Inighest teaching load in the then
Department of Foology and its
successor, the De ent of
Animal and Environmental Biology
il his ghoriows retirement from the
then Facalty of Science. 1t is alse on
record that he published more
articles in the post-professorial
period of his carver as the defining
trait of & comsummute scholar and
great intellectual mentar.
Garlanded with many local and
Intermathomal awards in eelebration
of his enduring intellectual exploits,
Emeritus Professor Okiwela is »
breath of fresh air in the hallowed
corridors of the academia and the

This high-profile Professor of Entomology
recognises that the powerful of this world needs ﬂ‘f(’

-‘ir‘n’( ones in onr midst to survive in a complemen

itiom that is based
on their inordinate ambition o
control the world. As one of his
students guotes him as saying 30
aga, “Intra-specific
on gives way to inter-

f
Mrﬂ'

benefits to the

Lnlulnlt;, Emeritus  Professar
unbroken quality

specific ion in eve
animal population.” Translation:
group of animals, including
humans conld fight among
themselves, but an external attack
from amother group would always
anite the group to face an external
attack. As a good and inspirational
teacher und leader,
Professar Okiwelu maoti
numeraus students and vounger
seholars whe come under his
tutelage to become teachers in their
wwn right.

With over three decades of
unbroken quality services to the
University of Port Harcourt and the
seademin generally, Okiwelu

leadership inm all spheres of
seademic endeavours glitters on the
firmament. Risi to the
Professoriate in 1981, he
iultrnallonnllxed the University
wugh scholarly publications,
edltorslup of peer reviewed
journals, and mentorship of
students and scholars from all over
the world with whom his gold
path crossed in and off the line of
duty. He was part of the team that
travelled abroad to recruit first-
rate academic stafl to man various
pasitions in the University,

When the University needed a
knowledgeable and sive cxpert
tn power Strategic Plan
it lonked no further

v Teft his bold faotpri
and legacy on the sands of time far
everybody to sex. In the words of

than Emeritus Professor Okiwela
to chair the project. The document
his Committer produced still goides

To Emeritus Professor Okiwelu, life
orth living without the desire to extend its
sadvantaged ones in our midst.

larger society, He b a great
champion of good causes in his
belief that less-privileged people
do not mecessal have ta be

connected o people in high
positions befare they can receive
assistanee. He has been a Fellow
of the Entemological Soclety of
Nigeria since 1996 and was also 2
former President of the hody, He
is indheed, an outstanding bridge
builder, wha sees the entire
universe as his primary
constitueney, His religion is w
serve saciety well and do good in
all circumstances. Behold the
undisputed grand master of
insects!
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Okiwelu

Grand master of
vector biology

Emeritus Professor Samuel Okiwelu is widely hailed as a
renowned Vector Biologist and the unofficial President of the
Senate of the University of Port Harcourt, where he made
solid contributions in many years of service, reports
WILLIAMS WaDI.

Emeritus Proj f't!kii 3 %

UNIQUE UniPort October - December, 2014

Greaft men are
the real men:

in them nature
has succeeded

eet the undisputed
futher of entomology
in Nigerin! Emeritus

Professor Samuel Nwabufor
Okiweln is a great intellectual
and statesman worth taking
interest in for his owtstanding
contributions to the academia
and society. He Is a man yvou can
follow naturally without askis
why, He is calm, easy-going.
personable and ready to help at
every turn. He Is a great mentor
without equal. Pesple gravitate
towards Okiwelu simply for his
gooddness, lntegrity and milk of
human kindness that flows in
abundance in his heart,

Search as far and wide as you
can; you may need to go the end
of the world to find someine who
was wranged by Emerltus
Professor Okiweln. Like water,
Okiwelu has no known enemies,
He comes close to am angel of
mercy. He will make Muother
Theresn of Caleutta smile in her
grave by his unending acts of
generosity and mentorship. He Is
almost & non-canonized  saing

Cont'd on p25

the Amnesty programme.,
In his address, Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Joseph Ajienka, who
noted the importance of
addressing the challenges facing
the Industry, pointed out that, “I7
we don't OVER ICW PESET’
there will be nothing to produce
In fature”. He sald that the
passage of the PIB is the anly way
to stimulate the growth of the
economy, stressing the need to
invest in by-products of the
industry in order 1o provide
employment for the teeming
vouths in the lsbour ket

“What we are tulking about is
how to stimulate the oil and gas
weonomy and the PIB is crucial in
this repard,” he stated,
commending Moni Pulo Limited
for endowing the 0. B. Lulu-
Briggs Chair in Petrolenm
Geosciences in UniPort.
According to him, intel

2 the need to
partmer the industry for the
mutual benefit of all stakeholders
to grow the industry.

Also speaking, Chalrman and
Chief Executive of Moni Pulo
Limited, High Chief (Dr) Ol
Benson Lulu-Briggs. said that the
endowment of the Chair is a
reflection of the premium the
company attaches to education
nuous learning, as well

as the need to create lasting
synergies between academic
research and practical solutions
that would enmhance the
aperations of the Nigerian oil and
gas industry.

Represented by his wife, Chief
(Mrs) 3 lu-Briggs, the
Chairman sald that “the event
brought together constellation of
stars in the industry and
academia; each one sharing
concepts and perspectives that
will hopefully shake uwp
preconceived notions and help
proffer new solutions that would
open up fresh vistas of
ity and suceess in the

The event also featured plenary
sessions with presentutions by the
imernld Energy
ute and President of the
International Association of
Energy Economists and Director,
Energy Informati
Centre for ergy  Studies,
Louisiana State U ersity.
Baton Rouge, United States,
Professor Wumi lledare, and
President. GWEST, Washington
DC, Paul Wikbey, who spoke on:
“Growing Nigeria Oll Reserves
in Challenging Times™ and
“Security, O Theft, Lost Reserves
andd the New World Energy Order, "

apers were alsn

presented by other industry
experts and Professor Minapuye
as well as Dr Ubuni
ieme, smongst athers,
e panel session, which was
Chalred by former Viee-
Chaneellor, Emeritus Professor
Nimi Briggs, had former
Munaging Director of the Nigeria
LNG Limited, Engineer Chima
Ibeneche; Director, Cenire for
Refining and Petrochemicals,
University of Port Harcourt,
Professor Godwin  Igwe, 1]
Aret Adams Chalr for Petrolenm
Engineering, University of Port
arcourt, Professor Adewale
. ns well s Munaging
Director, Weltek Limited,
Engineer Fedro Eghe, as
discussanis.
In his remurks, Chair Occupant,
Frofessor Minopuye Odigi, who
safd that the theme provided an
opportunity to discuss issues
relating to the oil and gas
industry, expressed  huppiness
that the discussions focused on
contemporary issues in the sector.
said that the outcome of the
Roundtable would go o long way
in helping Government address
the challenges in the industry.
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Partnership

e emergent partnership was
the result of & consubtstive
process between experts in
the University of Part Harcourt and
wfficlals of the German Embassy in
Nigeria, Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Jdoseph Afienka, wha recelved the
visitimg delegation, expressed the
willingmess of the University to

German Studies

Authorities of the University of Port Harcourt express willingness to partner the German
Embassy in Nigeria to stimulate interestin German Studies. OBINNANWODIM reports:

“Our University Is well placed to
interact with groups and countrics
that offer these languages.” He sald
that the University can pa beyond
this ta have exchamge programmes
that would ylekd mutual benefits to
Nigerin and Germany, including the
University, in particolar, sdding that
the University is experienced in such

Ith thelr. in
Germany to actualize the project. He
spake when he recelved the Attachi
Tor Calbture and Press in the German
Embassy, Dr, Burkard Weth in the
Governlng Coancll Chambers.
Heprosented by the Deputy Viee-

Chamcellar (Adminisiration),
Professor Ethelbert Nduka, the Viee-
Chancellor, who disclosed that
German, French, Spanish and
English languages were major
langmages used for communicathon
Im the Intermational arena, sabd that

P ps.
Professor Ajlenka expressed hape
that the visit would be the beginning
of a frultful interaction between the
collaborating partners. He recalled a
time when the German Language,
Spanish, Swablll and Partuguese
were taught fm the Unlversity,
expressing aptimism that such a
aolden era would be revived with the
new partmership.

Im hs speech, the German Aftache,
Iy Weth, expressed pleasure that the
University offered German

lampuage a5 s discipline, noting that
the language is important in many
respeets, particularly In the
International diplomatic arena and
selentific research.

I Weth, wha observed that political
and cultural realities between
Germany and Nigeria were
developdng very well, pledged to
encourage Gernan language studies.
in the University. He stressed that
the Embassy woubd be interested in
cquipping the University library
with books that would enhance the

keep the Embussy informed with
current developments to enable it
keep abreast of events. “As Far as
collaboration is concermed, we
should think about university
partnership. We will support you us
much us we can,” he stated.

Alsa speaking, Facilitator of the
L. i ks

equipped to affer German S
and International Relations
Doctoral bevel, enumernted  steps
taken ta develop the programme in
other in ons, including the
University of Nigeria, Nsukka.

In their separate speeches, Associate
Dean of the Faculty of Humanities,
Professor Acho Akakura and
Professor Boniface Nwigwe of the
Department of Philosophy sald that
the visit was an opportunity to
relovent German studles In the
wimg that it woukd help
traim stwdents bn the discipline,

UmiEgic

Cont'd on p24

pmp!l\]gvrla aind Africa farward o
i place of wallowing

Western  Education and  Nigeria's
Cultural Background, which
disseted the gaps between Western
Education and T mal African
systems of theught. custom and
values, The bosk was n scatting
eriticism of the Ashby Commission
Repart, which was an exercise in raw
couraje at the time it was published,
us a direct attack on the colonial
system of educating the African. e
imtroduced the scientific method of
enquiry in the Nigerian educational
system in furtherance of his long-
belief that Africa’s
backwardness is traceable to undue
emphasis on dogma in place of
empirical verification of facts. The
rise of Pentecostalism and fake
Iln: by 'Prrnrr Contractors is 8
il of Eme Professor
\duh 1) h-sh thut Africans need to
free themselves from superstition
based on ancestor worship and
acquicseence to Western Judo-
i religion,
Between 1963 amd 1968, Emeritus
Professor Nduka tsught educational
philosephy st the University of
Nigeria, Nsukka, where he Is
eredited with establishing the
subject among Faculty members and
students. Between 1969 and 1980,
Emeritus Professor Nduka, taught
philosoghy st the premier University
of Ibadan, fram where he obtained
his Doctoral Degree In 1979, The
them Dr Nduka shecked his
colleagues at Ihadan, when he opted
t0 jein the services of the emergent
University of Port Harcourt in 1950,
He retired In 1981 after a gloriows
carver that praduced the nest crop of

academics in the emergent Facalty
of Education. In 2006, the Professor
threw anether bombshell in the
academic space with the publication
of his boak titked: The Roots of

Emerituy Prof Nduka

Africa). Nduka was a member af the
first Rivers State Advisory
Council—a form af
¢ under o
raorship of the ¢

African Und, and
Other Essays (Spectrum  Books),
This boak tended to contradict the
likes of Eric William (Shery and
Colonialism) and Walter Rodney
(Haw Europe Underdevelaped

Emeritus Professor Nduka had the distinetion of
delivering the second Inaugural Lecture of the

University titled:

“In the Socratic Tradll:on.

Alfred Diete-Spifl .:
Queen's Drive, Lagas.

He is also a past President of
Ogbakor Tkwerre Cultural
Organization World
from the public service since
eritus Professor Neduka
s & highly-sought after

amtside Nigeria. In recognition of his
exploits in haoth lh:

which he skilfully laid our his guidi Iy in
the academy—submitting that pmgrer\mn in

scien
wol

ic d’nr.m'ﬂr‘} and technological application
propel Nigeria and Africa forward fo

development, in place of wallowing in superstition.

2002, The eap really fils lllis teacher
afteachers and philosopher.,



Dexpite retiring from the Public Se
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Otonti Nduka

Crusader for
values education

in 990, Emerituy Professor Otonti Amadi Nofuke rening o

frighly-seught after academic in and outside Nigeria, Dissativfied with the moral decling in society, this

faremast Edi

WILLIAMS

ot

Knowledge
princes ~ANONYMOUS

great teacher declares
American historian, Henry
Adams, affects eternity, He

can mever tell where his lnfluence
stops. Famous Educationist, Jahn
Quincy Adams. subiits that e
Turmish the means of acquiring
Ko ledge is the greatest beactit that
can be conferred upon manking. A
oo edueation is a great asset which
no misfortune can change: neither
can the man with guality edueation
e marginalized for too long in any
seciety. Man transforms into a
reasonimg savage
withaut wearing the
gracious ornament o
a well-grounded
education,
Some

colossus,
intlus

people

for its utilitarian
value, while athers
belbeve education o
e o convention te which they must
conform as they wobble amd fumble
alomg In school and sockety. To very
select

carth. Nuka was not in school to
worship what is Anown; this teacher
of teachers went to schoal to
Iy question the accepted
iomal wisdom. He is an
implacable ememy of received
wisdom and a proponent of
progressive ibeas, You may not be oo
far off the mark to call him a non-
conforming maverick in the
hallowed temple of knowledge and
enlightenment.

Totally dissatisfied with the

Emeritus Professor Otonti Nduka, is an intellectual
wha has taken the enn
s as his province as part of his se {,F—rmpo\! *d  discourse.
mandate fo advance learning, enlightenment and  Emeritus Professor
acquired education fogye fiis little corner of the world far better than he
metitin his odyssey on planet earth.

unaceeptable moral decline in society
today, Emeritus Professor Nduka
took ta prasis by establishing his own

hawever, education h o be n(q‘lln\d
Tor its own sake and applied 10
solving teething socictal problems
amd Bot 3 e b an end a5 appears
10 b the case today.

Emerbius Professor Otonti Nduka, ls
an Imtellectual colossus, who lhas
taken the entire knowledge ndustry
as his province as part of his self-
imposed mandate to advance
learning, enlightenment and leaye his
lirtle cormer of the workd far betier
tham be met it kn his odyssey on planet

for Valwes
aimed at rallying the country to the  of UniFor
mor toend the declinein 5

ationist and Philosopher set up his own Foundotion to teach Values Education, repoeis

silver among the poor, gold among the noble, and a jewel among

Teachers' Regitration Counell of
Nigeria (TRON) This Cicero in the
hallowed eorrider of the academia is
y Chairman of the Rivers
State Quality Assurance Agency. T
Oonti Nduka Foundation for Vilues
Education has mounted high-profike
canferences, workshops and
semina nitiated enlightenment
programmes in the print and
electronic media and resched out o
schoals at all bevels with the message
of moral rearmament in society. The
Foundathon has se far
published three
beoks and raised the

e knowledge poral wne in sockal

Nduka was the
phoneer Dean of the
Faculty of Education
of the University of
Port Hareourt from Octaber, 1980 1o
September, 1984 and from 1988
1990), He was appolnted Direetor of
the emergent Instiiuie of Education
wm Octaber 1984 1o

national values that has turned
Nigeria inte a langhing siock around
the world. A semior Fellow and
immediate past President of the
Nigerian Academy of Education,
Emeritus Professor Niluka has been
# high-profile Consultant at all levels
of the edueational ladder, as well as a
Member of the Governing Board of
the National Commission for
Calleges of Education and the

, 1988, Emeritus Professor
Nduka had the distinetion of
delivering the second Inangural
Lecture of the University titled: fn
the Socratic Tradition, in which he
skilfully laid sut his gulding
sophy in the
—submitting that
progresshon in sclentife diseovery
and techiodogieal application woukl
Cont'd an p23

epresented by the
linister of State for
tducation, Chief

Ezcbunwa '\vrwm Wlkr.
President I

UniPort joins

NgREN network

Barely two months after the University hosted the Port
H'nrwm Cluster Workshop of the Nigeria Research and

the resolve of his adminlstrs inn
to transform the Education
sector, He said that the initintive
was aimed at boosting research
and intellectnal cooperation
among universities in the
couniry, hoping that
participating universitics would
make the best use of the
opportunity afforded by the
important project.

The University participated in
the NgREN project at the
commissioning via live video
conferencing at the Conference
Room of the Information and
Communication Technology
Centre (ICTC).

Confirming the functionality of
the facility while speaking to
Minister of State, Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (Academic),
Professor Igho Joe, who is the
project Focal Officer for

become

Network (NgREN), the priced facility has
Jully operational with its launch in Abuja, the

Federal Capital Territory by the President, Dr Goodluck
Jonathan reports OBINNANWODIM.

UniPort, commended the
President, the Federal Ministry
of Education and the National
Universities Commission
(NUC) for the initiative,
appealing that the project be
sustained to meet the objective
for which it wis set up.

would be recalled that the
Nigerian Rescarch and
iducation Network
collaborated with the
Assgciation of Vice-Chancellors
of Nigerian Universities
(AVCNU) to semnsitize
stakeholders which comprised
Deputy Viee-Chancellors,
Directors of Academic
Planning, Directors of
Information and

Communication Technology, as
well as Direetors of Research on
the possibilities and
oapportunities that the Research
and Eduvcation Network (REN)
presents, with the hope that the
universities would forge a
comman front to properly
utilize the Network.

With the lutest development,
University of Part Harcourt has
joined 121 other universities
connecied 1o the facility that
would enhance cross-
fertilization of knowledge for
improved research and
learning.

The University is the centre for
South-East and  South-South
zomes
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New face of Engineering

Technology- Economics -Environment

The study of Enginecring hus grown in leaps and bownds in the University, Our Correspondent, OTIKOR
tracked down the pioneer Provost, Professor Duin Appah, who spoke about the restructuring

SAM

Mm“ﬂ;rz and future ofthe College.

e waalid fikie twr Ko whens por
wvumied! ffive av Provost af the Callege?

assumed office as Provest of the

College of Engineering on March

25", 2013, The lege of
agineering is an upgrade of the definct
ulty of Engineering. The whole idea
‘allege is 1 expand and upgrade
the Faculiies. Right now, we have o
College, 2 Provost and three Faculties.
e b 8 mumibor of Centres snd
Institutes, Before now, we hod
Department of Electrical nnd Electronic
Engineering and 0 Department of
eum and Gas Engincering, so we
¢ demerged Electronic from
Electrcal. We also demerged Gas from
Petrolewm and Environmental from Civil
Enyincering. These are the new creations
which have gome through all the
processes af creatin Diepariments
and programmes that have boen

Knowledge: Sa that is the whole purpose
ofthe College of Engineering. We have so
many Centres and Institutes under fhe
Institate of Petroboum Studies which was.
established m 2003; we have the Centre
of Petrolenm  Geosclences, Offshose
Techmology Instiisie, we are in the Niger
Ehelitn whsere we are surrounded by marine
anel nguatic environment and we want 1o
take mivantage of that nd improve
aguatic life and animal lifie and corrosion
sludies, ete

We hive the Centre for Occupational
Health, Safety and Environment and
there we are booking st job harard, the
safety of personnel and enviromment
becanse what we do hinges on o triped
technology, economics and the
environment. The prablens we had in the
Miger Delta were partly hased on
enninonmental negiect unel w0 we are
issnes and the

approved. We hay inted Heads
of Depanment. The parpose of the
College ns agninst the Faculty isto be sble
1o harness the potentials that we have,
e acvantage of the fact that we are in
the Niger Delta whiich & 0 gas provies
with pockets of ol and render service 1o
the commanity. | want 10 say that hefore
naw, the vision has been that of te:
research amd community servis
bave moved into the second stage of the
wistun which i nesearch and the Coll
i supposed 1o conduct applisd roscarch
that would ensble us source funding 1o
support mssitutional growth which is the
thizd mission of the University, Today,
we talk of an Entreprencurial University;
that is the third stape i the development
of the Unbversity and when we talk sbout
Entreprencurial University, we are not
just talking of pecple going to make
money, but people being self-sufficient
on their vwn
Cirn yww explain firrther?
We want 10 move from resedrch througl
development and wenlth crestion through

healih D| the workers in the Niger Dy
We hiave ihse Centre for Gas, Relining
Petrochemicals. We on
industry and so what we want to da is o
hie 10 meet the demands of indusiry
This University by virtue of its age and
number of professors should be an
exporter of human capacity, manpower 1o
the Gulf of Guinea, Before povw
Petrolewm only in the Niger [
naw, there are so many countries that
produce or have found petroleum:
Equatormal Guinea, Ghana, Saerra Leane
anel we are developang partnerships with
mbet of the wniversities 1 support
n anel furthes enrich our experience
We are training their manpower at the
PhD and Master's levels. Over there, we
have established Departments, so the
whole idea is W make oursclves mone
relevant as an Entrepreneurial University,
Yow atked bt researed which s prrt
af the care mandate of the University
Can we know how the College hay fared
sa fier i that companent?

be
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the cenre of

New we bave 1 Workl Bank researc!
facility which is a Centre of Excellence
far the whole of Affica to do rescarch. A
nimber of universities bided, we are
factunate to have the centre for petroleum
research. Prospective Candidates from

Prof Appah, Provest, College of Engineering
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different countries have applied and we
are to train them. We have been given 5
number of Master's degree and PhD
Rargels to atlain every year for o pecsod of

rian Liqueficd Nawmal Gas
INLNG)  wants o busld and equip an
|. G centre. We want o pmnm:up
whereby, they don't just come here
d||n||\ hings on ws; we want 1o be
service those things so thal there can by
maintenance culture, 0 we can offer
services to them and be paid for those
services, The industry would come here
v teach and co-supervise with s, while
we would partner them to selve industry
prablem,

We have o mumber
rescarch Chars in the Coll
Aret Adams Chair in Petroleum

Chairs would transform the College into s
centre of excellence in engineering and

LY.
17 you want to speedily grow an economy
and also increase GDP, you mast know
that technology is the game changer. We
want fo train specinlists that would be
balanced engineers, balanced arisans,
mobogisis whi have ideas of
also.

suse s 1t we are begimiing 1o have
results. Mow we have developed
Wellbore Stahility Software from the
Shell-Arct Adams Chair that Shell is
using, Wi are signing s Mensorundumn of
Understanding on i and research is o
long-termproject which takes fime o
viekl dividends, bul we ore moking
progress. Our students are all over he
place and the determinants of success of
way programme i if the praduntes are
employable.
I this University, we have the highest
number of Professors in Petroleum
Engincering in Nigeria and Wess Africa,
We have it Profiessor of Petroleam

Engmeering of which six are here in the
Departmens that is the strength of the
University and College. There are
profiessars in specific areas, but we have
pm{umn in all the disciplines in
Petroleum  Engineering which pives
diversity 1o experts who coms here, W
have a number of sff on stall
development programme om TETFund,
PTDF, KDDC and some who went on
par-lime programmes that just returmed.
Wi have been able to attract sixty more
new academic staff 10 the College and aur
ol s fiot andy 1o atersct, but o also retain
saall

£ wsiemptis
v fire thhe €
Eassumexd office at the time the College of
Engneering had just been appeoved. My
sisson was o establish the College,
sure we start o College of E
|=\|I!|I||||_ expand existing proj
consolidate on owur areas of
specinlization. Cne year mto my temure,
we harve done very well. One thing i you
st be b leader who tistens 1o others an
beings people twgether. Our programmes
have saaried well

Wikich arer targets have you ser for
yanursalf?

Our target should be yearly and
achievable; in the year o conse our visian
and missson would be 10 aitrset seeded
rosources for rescarch because emphaste
now is on entreprencurship ressarch. The
job of the Provost is 1o go fund-mising
and attract researces, and ensure stafl
development.
What are yo
College?
The College would still be an exponer of
highly gualified manpower 10 the
Nigerian economy and international
warkplace, The foresecable immuediate
and medium-term challenge facimng the
College of Engincering is the absence of a
beefitting College compbex. The complex
woukd house all Faculties, Departments
and Units. The sccomplishmens af this
task would be u hitaric lasdmark. All
hands must be on deck-— the University,
College. Alumnl, Industrial and
Collaborntive parmers, students and staff
tarealize i

Wihvat Wy v

i il
e

and

¢ future plis for the
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